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INTRODUCTION

"Calvin was anot a Trinitarian, but a Bini-tarian!" " The Protestant Reformer Calvin rejeded the
Catholic doctrine of the Trinity!" "To Calvin, only the Father and the Son were both Auto-Theos
(or 'God Himself") -- but not also the Holy Spirit!"

Worst of al. "The pionea Presbyterian Reformer John Calvin -- just like the later Calvinistic
Westminster Confession closely based upon histeading -- was very woefully inadequate in his
doctrine of the Holy Spirit!"

False views auch asthe aove, have had their impaa on the old (Northern) Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America Consequently, in 1903 it added its own following extra chapter
("XXXIV:1-1V" dias '34:1-4") -- a chapter spedficdly on The Holy Spirit' -- right at the very end
of the historic and till then unsullied Westminster Confession of Faith.

Oncemay real this extra chapter in The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United
Sates of America -- published by the PCUSA’ s Presbyterian Board of Publication, Philadelphia,
1908 at pp. 138f. There, thisnew 1903chapter reads as follows:

"lI. The Holy Spirit, the third person in the Trinity, proceeading from the Father and the Son, of
the same substance and equal in power and dory, is, together with the Father and the Son, to be
believed in, loved, obeyed, and worshiped throughout all ages. 1l Cor. 13:14; John 15:26; Matt.
28:19; 3:16-7; Luke 1:35; Eph. 4:30; Heb. 1:29; | Cor. 10:10-1; Rev. 2217, Eph. 2:18-20,22,
John 14:26; 16:7; Gal. 4:6; Acts 5:3-4; Acts 16.6-7; Mark 3:29; Rom. 8:26-7; | John 2:20-7."

“Il. Heisthe Lord and Giver of life, everywhere present in neture, and is the source of all good
thoughts, pure desires, and holy counselsin men. By Him the Prophets were moved to spek the
Word of God, and all writers of the Holy Scriptures inspired to record infalli bly the mind and will
of God. The dispensation of the Gospel is espedally committed to Him. He prepares the way for
it, acompanies it with His persuasive power, and urges its message upon the reason and
conscience of men, so that they who rejed its merciful offer are not only without excuse but are
also guilty of resisting the Holy Spirit. Eph. 4:30; 5:9; Gen. 1:2; John 3:5; Acts 2:1-21; Gal.
5:22-5; John16:8-11; Il Pet. 1:21; Il Tim. 3:16; | Cor. 2:10; | Pet. 1:11; John 16:13-5; Acts 7:51;
| Th. 5:19; Eph. 4:30; Ps. 104:30."

"lIl. The Holy Spirit, Whom the Father is ever willi ng to give to all who ask Him, isthe only
efficient agent in the goplication of redemption. He nvicts men of sin, moves them to
repentance, regenerates them by His grace and persuades and enables them to embraceJesus
Christ by faith. He unites all believersto Christ, dwells in them as their Comforter and Sanctifier,
gives to them the spirit of Adoption and Prayer, and performs all those gradous offices by which
they are sanctified and seded unto the day of redemption. John 3:1-8; Acts 2:38; Luke 11:13; |
Cor. 12:3; John7:37-9; 16:13; 16:7-11; Rev. 22:17; Tit. 3:5-7; Il Th. 2:13; Gd. 4:6; | John4:2;
Rom. 8:14,17,26-7; Eph. 4:30; 1 Cor. 2:13-4."



"IV. By theindwelling of the Holy Spirit, all believers, being vitally united to Christ Who is the
Head, are thus united one to another in the Church which is His body. He cdls and anoints
ministers for their holy office, qualifies al other officersin the Church for their spedal work, and
imparts various gifts and graces to its members. He gives efficagy to the Word, and to the
ordinances of the Gospel. By Him the Church will be preserved, increased until it shall cover the
eath, purified, and at last made perfedly holy in the presenceof God. Eph. 2:14-8; 4:1-6; 5:18,
Acts2:4; 13:2; 1 Cor. 1211 Pet. 1:19-21; 1 Th. 1:5-6; John 20:22-3; Matt. 28:19-20."

Most other American Presbyterian denominations have cetainly not incorporated the &ove-cited
"chapter 34" into their version of the Westminster Confession. Nor either have ay of the many
Presbyterian Churches outside of the United States, at all -- save perhaps just a few of the kindred
and daughterly missonary creaures of the old PCUSA.

The principal reason, should be obvious. For, as my previous colleague Rev. Prof. N.T. Barker
(Principal-Emeritus of the Queendand Presbyterian Theologicd College) has rightly pointed out -
- there is far more on the Holy Spirit throughout the original Westminster Confession, than is
now found in this subsequent "chapter 34."

Furthermore, there ae dso some unbiblical statementsin the &ove "ch. 34" The sameistrue
of its companion "ch. 35" (on The Love of God and Missons) -- in this (Northern) American
PCUSA (per)version of the original Westminster Confession.

These perversions have been well documented -- by my friend the grea (Southern) American and
later PCA Presbyterian theologian, Rev. Prof. Dr. Morton H. Smith. Seehis famous 1973book
How Is The Gold Become Dim! (Jackson Misgssppi: Premier, pp. 51-53).

Smith was formerly Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the 1973 Presbyterian Churchin
America-- and was eleded Moderator of its General Assembly in A.D. 200Q He rightly makes
several astute observations about the &ove (Northern) Presbyterian Church USA's insertions into
the Westminster Confession.

Dedares Smith: "The [Northern] PCUSA adopted [in 1903 these two chapters["34" & "35"] --
in order to compromise the strong Calvinism of the Confession enough so that the [Arminian]
Cumberland Presbyterians who rejeded this asped of the Confession, could be wooed into a
union with them in 1905" Subsequent events have shown this to be true.

The new chapter 34, explains Smith, Dr. makes "the suggestion that man has unaided ability to
accet the Gospel.  Thereisno clea emphasis on the sovereignty of God in salvation. Thereis
no clea referenceto the doctrine of election.... Theimplication [in the PCUSA version] isto
the contrary. For example, the last sentence of Paragraph 2 of the [1903 chapter on the Holy
Spirit says. 'He prepares the way for it [the Gospel], accompanies it with His persuasive power,
and urges its message upon the reason and conscience of men...."

"Paragraph 3" of ‘chapter 34, continues Smith, "is more openly Arminian in itstone: 'The Holy
- 3 -



Spirit, Whom the Father is ever willing to give to all who ask Him, is the only efficient agent in
the gplication of redemption.”  This certainly sounds as though the unregenerate is to take the
initiative in asking for the Holy Spirit. It suspends the heding of the Spirit by the Father, upon
the requesting by men. This then gives man the final say -- as to whether or not he is going to
receve the Spirit. Such is not the teading of John 1:12-13, John 3, and other passages -- which
sped of the sovereignty of the Spirit in the whole matter of salvation.”

I myself would add that this superadded “chapter” 34:4's datement expeding “the Church will be
preserved” by the Spirit and “increased until it shall cover the eath” -- may well have been
intended to mean no more than that the Church would somehow survive and extend by the skin of
its teeth, until it merely establishes an ultimately-superficial presence on this planet. Thisfallsfar
short of the cetain teadings of the Westminster Larger Catechism 191 & 195-- that the Devil
shall “be destroyed” and “the Gospel propagated throughout the World, the Jews cdled, the
fulnessof the Gentiles brought in” and “ Satan trodden under our fed.” 11 Thess 3:1; Rom.
10:1; 11:25-26; 16:20.

For World History shall yet become Church History. Jesus Christ’s command to turn all nations
into His Disciples (Matt. 28:18f), is certain of fulfilment. For the kingdoms of this World shall
yet beaome the Kingdom of our God and of His Christ, and He shall kegp on reigning for ever and
ever (Rev. 11:15). All nations dhall come and worship before Him (Rev. 15:4). Indedd, the
whole Earth shall be fill ed with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord -- as the waters cover the
sea(Hab. 2:14 cf. Isaiah 11:9)!

Thus a caeful comparison and contrast of the &ove superaddition ("ch. 34") with the many
quotations from the original Westminster document cited in this present monograph, will surely
demonstrate the truth of these statements. This superaddition isin fad a supersubstradion.
Indeed, the red and original Westminster Confesson needed -- and still needs -- no revision.

May this monograph on John Calvin's doctrine of the infilli ng with the Holy Spirit set heats
aflame -- to the glory of our grea Triune God! May it also serve & a useful introduction to our
other (more pradicd) monograph -- Holy Sgrit Harvests: Annud Revivals at ‘ Pentecost Prayer
Medings (espedally in Andrew Murray' s Souh Africa, at Whitsuntides, from 1860to 1986

FrancisNigel Lee  Brisbane, Austraia. 1986 (updated 2000
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CALVINISM ON THE ONGOING INFILLING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

The grea Genevan, Rev. Prof. Dr. John Calvin -- was the Theologian of the Holy Spirit. Calvin
unswervingly held that God the Holy Spirit has constantly fill ed the Father and the Son (within the
Triune God alias the g@erna Jehovah Who aways was and always is and always sl be).

The Spirit hasfill ed the Trinity from all eternity past. He till does ©, even now. Hewill also
ever continue to do so -- for all eternity future. Unchang-ed-ly; unchang-ing-ly; unchang-ab-ly.

The Spirit has never absorbed -- nor been absorbed by -- the Father and the Son. He never will
be. For He never could be. Indeed, He has always proceealed from the Father and the Son.
Hence, He has therefore dwaysfilled Them (without measure). Isa. 40:12-14; John 3:34 &
15:26; Rom. 11:33-36; | Cor. 2:10-16.

Calvin's doctrine of the Holy Spirit is very comprehensive. See Warfield's Calvin's Doctrine of
the Trinity (1909; S. van der Linde's Calvin's Doctrine of the Holy Sgrit (1943; W. Krusche's
Calvin onthe Operation d the Holy Sgrit (1957; and B.J. Engelbrecdt's The Persondity of the
Holy Sgrit Accordingto Calvin (1982.

In Dr. B.J. Engelbredt's work on Calvin, the former writes' about the latter's views: "All divine
action is, in its deepest essence, the action of the Holy Spirit.... Without the work of the Holy
Spirit, the coming of Christ and His work would have been in vain. One could talk, in dealing
with Calvin, of ‘an all-encompassing working by God through the Holy Spifitrthnes tamen
actiones ab Eo prodeuft ‘all actions still proceed from Him'].... The Father is the Source of
divine action; the Son is the God’s Wisdom; and the Holy Spirit is the executive P8pigtus
Sanctus Manus Dei Qua Suam potentiam exg¢rct¢he Holy Spirit is the Hand of God, through
Whom He exerts His power']."

Says the great Genevan Reformer: "There is a Subsistence (or 'Hypothesis') of the Son, which
distinguishes Him from the Father. The same holds in the case of the Holy Spirit. For we will

immediately prove both that He is God, and that He has a separate subsistence from the Father....

"There are threBrosoopalor Persons]...in God.... The Father, Son and Spirit are one God....
The Son is not the Father nor the Spirit the Son... Each has His peculiar subsistence... | say
Each of the three Subsistences, while related to the Others, is distinguished by...Own
properties.”

On | Cor. 2:10-16, Calvin rightly comments: "We have the Spirit of God as Witness. For in
God, there is nothing too deep for Him [the Spirit] to penetrate.... Only the Spirit knows

; B.J. van der Walt (ed.Calvinus ReformatofPotchefstroom: University Press, 1982), pp. 207f & 215f.
Inst. 1:13:2-6.



Himself; and it is His personal function to separate His Own things from those of Others.... The
Spirit of God judges everything.... Who has been God's Counsellor? Who has weighed His
Spirit...in the creation of the world, and in His other works...?"

Calvin maintainsthat "the eternity of the Father is also the eternity of the Son and Spirit -- since
God never could be without His own wisdom [alias His Son] and energy [alias His Spirit]....

The Scriptures teach that there is essentially but one God -- and therefore that the essence both
of the Son and Spirit is unbegotten.... God -- by the power of His Word, and His Spirit --
created the heavens and the earth out of nothing [Gen. 1:1]" and by His Own Will (cf. Rev.
4:11).

Calvin adds: "There is no mention made of the Spirit [nor of the Father nor the Son] antecedent

to the account of the creation [Gen. 1:1ff]." Yet He is not there introduced as a shadow, but as
the essential power of God -- where Moses relates that the shapeless mass was upborne by Him
(Gen. 1:2). Itis quite "obvious that the eternal Spirit always existed in God -- seeing He
cherished and sustained the confused materials of heaven and earth, before they possessed order
or beauty.*

As the Calvin-istidMestminster Standards have so clearly put it: "In the unity of the Godhead

there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost (I John 5:7; Matt. 3:16-17 & 28:19; Il Cor. 13:14)...; the Holy Ghost [or the
Divine Spirit] eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son (John 15:26 & Gal. 4:6).... It

is proper...to the Holy Ghost [or Spirit] to proceed from the Father and the Son, from all

eternity."

John Calvin not only believed that the Holy Ghost has always been God. The great Protestant
Reformer also believed that the eternal Spirit of God was constantly active during our world's
formation -- and throughout its subsequent maintenance.

Indeed, Calvin not only keeps on "asserting the Divinity of the Spirit" -- from all eternity past,
and unto all eternity future. The great Swiss theologian also refersdon$tant work of the
Spirit in His universe -- from its very beginning, right down to the present time.

"In the history of creation [Gen. 1:2ff]," maintains John Calvin, "the Spirit of God was expanded
over the abyss or shapeless matter.... The beauty which the world displays, is maintained by the
invigorating power of the Spirit [Ps. 33:6 cf. 104:29-30]....

3 Comm. on 1 Cor. 2:10,15,16.
41b. 1:13:18,24 & 14:20.

°Ib. 1:13:22.

SW.C.F.11:3& W.L.C. Q. 10.



"Even before this beauty existed, the Spirit was at work -- cherishing the confused mass, so as to
prevent its being annihilated instantly."On Gen. 1:2, he adds: "This rude and unpolished, or
rather shapeless chaos..., before God perfected the world..., was an indigested mass... The
power of the Spirit was necessary to sustain ft...."

The Spirit worked not only in the creation or exnihilation and then again during the formation of
the universe. He also worked and still keeps on working also during the subsequent maintenance
of the world. Thus Calvin says that God "fills, moves, and invigorates all things by the virtue of
the Spirit -- and that, according to the peculiar nature which each class of beings has received by
the Law of Creation?

Further, "the power of the Spirit is spread abroad throughout all parts of the world -- [so] that it
may preserve them in their state; [and so] that He may minister unto the heaven atithearth
force and vigour which we see, and [so that He may minigtetjon to all living creatures?®
Indeed! "all things stand -- [only] so long as God's Spirit animates them. And [they] fail -- as
soon as they are deprived of His power (Ps. 104:29)."

Continues Calvin on the Holy Spitit'The Scriptures ascribe to Him...His being diffused over
all space -- sustaining, invigorating, asickeningall things, both in heaven and on the earth....
His transfusing vigour into all things -- breathing into them being, life, and motion -- is plainly
Divine....

"All the peculiar attributes of the Godhead, are ascribed to Him.... He searches the deep things of
God, and has no counsellor among the creatures. He bestows wisdom.... Itis from the Spirit
alone that all good gifts proceed.... Though there are diversities of gifts, 'all these worketh that
one and the self-same Spirit' (I Cor. 12:11)."

The Holy Spirit, then, is both the Divine Companion of the Father and the Son within the Trinity
from all eternity past -- as well as Co-creator [with the Other Two Divine Persons] of all that
exists. The Word of the Lord declares: 'In the beginning, &doHiym| created the heavens

and the earth' (Gen. 1:1).

In the very first verse of the Bible, what does the pliglhiym mean? States Dr. Calvin: "I
acknowledge that the Scripture...always recalls us to the Father, and His Word, ané®Spirit."

Then the second verse of the Bible goes on to say: "Now the earth was empty and unformed; and

"lb. 1:13:14, French version.
& comm.On Gen. 1:2-3.

% Inst. 11:2:16.

10 comm.on Acts 17:28.

1 comm.on John 5:17.
2\nst. 1:13:14.

13 Common Gen. 1:1.



darkness was upon the surface of the deep. But the Spirit ofR&adh 'Elohiynhmoved [or
'‘brooded' or 'stormed’] upon the surface of the waters" (Gen. 1:2).

What is the meaning &uach 'Elohiynin Gen. 1:2? Calvin answefs:They who understand

by it the Eternal Spirit of God, doghtly.... The world...was an indigested mass.... The power

of the Spirit was necessary in order to sustain it.... This mass...was rendered stable...by the secret
efficacy of the Spirit.... That 'chaos' required the secret in-spira-tion of God -- to prevent

speedy dissolution.”

Indeed, this Divine Spirit not merely exnihilated (or rather ‘exvoluntated’) the universe. Rev.
4:11. He not only prevented and prevents its dissolution. He also maintained it and keeps on
maintaining it. Indeed, He also embroiders it. As Job says: '‘By His Spirit, He has garnished
the heavens.' Job 26:13. Moreover, He even causes the grass to grow (Ps. 104:30).

As Rev. Dr. John Calvin remarks, while yet commenting on Gen. 1:2: "The Spirit moved and
agitated...over the waters for the sake of putting forth vigour.... He brooded over them to
cherish them.... How could...order, so fair and distinct, subsist by itself; unless it derived
strength [from] elsewhere? ... That [Holy] Scripture must [or had to] be fulfilled [which
declares]: 'Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created; and You shalt re-new the face of
the earth!" Ps. 104:30.... On the other hand, as soon as the Lord takes away His Spirit -- all
things return to their dust, and vanish away (ver. 29)."

* * * * * * *

We must now take an extended look at the origipalit-filled condition ofunfallen man.

For this is absolutely fundamental for an understanding of what man the image of God once was.
Even more importantly, this is also fundamental for an understanding of what, through Christ,
saved man has already become in principle -- and keeps on becoming also in practice.

Now Genesis orteimplies that God the Holy Spirit Himself, on His sixth formation day, shaped
un-form-ed soil into a Spirit-indwelt man -- as His very own holy image. For, at the very end
of formation week -- the Three Persons of the Eternal Triune "God said [to One Another]: 'Let
Us make man in Our image, after Our likene&s!™

Here, Calvin remarksthat unfallen "man is -- among other creatures -- a certain pre-eminent
specimen of Divine wisdom, justice, and goodness..... There exists a plurality of Persons in the
Godhead.... There is something in man which refers to the Father, and the Son, and the Spirit....

14 comm.on Gen. 1:2.
15 5ee Calvin’s comments on Gen. 12.16.:26 -- at nn. 14-17

16 Gen. 1:26
7 comm.on Gen. 1:26.



Spirit-ual re-gener a-tion [after man's fall] is nothing else than thestor a-tion of thesame
image (Col. 3:10 and Eph. 4:23f)."

Now this same Triune God 'form-ed man...and breath-ed into his nostrils the breath of life, so
that man became a living beiny.Here Calvin observé&shat "three gradations indeed are to be
noted in the creation of man -- that his ‘dead’ body was form-ed out of the dust of the earth; that
it was en-du-ed with a soul, whence it should receive vital motion; and that on this soul God en-
grav-ed His own image, to which immortality is annexed."

Dr. Calvin also state®:"We must, | say, remember from what kind of life man fell. He was, in
every respect, happy.... Since in his soul a right judgment, and a proper government, of the
affections prevailed -- there also, life reigned.... His earthly life truly would have been temporal
[or subject to the passage of time]; yet he would have passed into heaven, without death...”

Further, Calvin thus brings Adam into connection with Jesus Christ as the Second@ Atiaen:
purpose of Christ's coming, was to redeem us from the calamity into which Adam had fallen....
Realization of what we possess in Christ, can come only when we have been shown what we
have lost in Adam.... Adam at his first creation had received for his posterity as well as for
himself the gifts of divine grace.... Since therefore we are all lost through Adam'’s sin, and re-
stor-ed through the righteousness of Christ -- Adam is not improperly called a type of Christ....
Christ is much more powerful to save, than Adam was to destroy.... Christ surpasses Adam!"

Of relevance here, is even Il Cor. 3:18 . That says: 'We all, with open face, as in a mirror, keep
on beholding the glory of the Lord and keep on being changed into the same image -- from glory
to glory -- even as by the Spirit of the Lord." Here, Calvin says "that the purpose of the Gospel
is the re-stora-tion in us of the image of God which has been cancelled By st as Adam

was filled with the Spirit before the fall -- so too does even fallen man now need to be filled with
the same Spiri indeed, to keep on being filled, from faith unto yet greater faith, and from

glory unto yet greater glory, 'even as by the Spirit of the Lord." Cf. too Rom. 1:17,20 & 2:14-
16.

Calvin further observésthat "the rule of a godly and holy life is to live not by our own spirit,

but by the Spirit of Christ.... Adam was at first created in the image of God, so that he might
reflect -- as in a mirror -- the righteousness of God. But that image, having been wiped out by
sin, must now be re-stor-ed in Christ. The re-genera-tion of the godly is indeed, as it is said in
Il Cor. 3:18, nothing else than the re-form-ation of the image of God in them.... There is a far
more rich and powerful grace of God in this second creation, than in the first.... Adam lost the

18 Gen. 2:7.

19 comm.. on Gen. 2:7.

20 Ccomm.. on Gen. 2:16ff.

Comm.. on Rom. 5:12-6.
Comm.. on |l Cor. 3:18.

23 Comm.. on Eph. 4:23-4.



image which he had originally received.... Itis necessary that it shall be re-stor-ed by Christ....
The design in re-genera-tion is to lead us back -- from error -- to that end for which we were
created.”

Again, Calvin also noté&sthat "the 'new man'...is he who is re-form-ed by the Spirit of Christ to

the obedience of righteousness; or...re-stor-ed to its true integrity, by the same Spirit.... The end
of our re-genera-tion...is that we may be made like God, and that His glory may shine forth in
us.... [This]is 'the image of God' which Moses speaks of (Gen. 1:26 & 9:6).... Man represents -
- as in a mirror -- the wisdom, righteousness, and goodness of God.... Our highest perfection
and blessedness, is to bear the image of God."

The great Genevan also rightly reféte "the purity originally conferred on Adam." For God,
says Calvin, "not only deigned to animate a vessel of clay -- but to make it the habitation of an
immortal spirit.” For this reason, the unfallen "Adam might well glory in the great liberality of
his Maker...."

However, "when Adam lost his first estate, he became alienated from God.... [Yet] the image of
God was not utterly effaced in him. It was, however, so corrupted, that any thing which
remains -- is fearful deformity.... Our deliverance begins with that re-nova-tion which we

obtain from Christ [Jesus] Who is therefore called the Second Adam.... He restores us to true
and substantial integrity.... The end of re-genera-tion, is to form us a-new in the image of
God...."

Calvin continues: "The new man is re-new-ed after the image of Him Who created him (Col.
3:10).... 'You must put on the new man, who has been created according to God' (Eph. 4:24)!
We must now see what particulars Paul comprehends under this re-nova-tion.... He mentions
know-ledge and...right-eousness and holi-ness."

But how could unfallen man have possessed 'holi'-ness or been 'holy’ -- withounbeisl

by God's sanctifying or 'Holy' Spirit? Explains Calvin: "The image of God constitutes the entire
excellence of human nature -- as it shone in Adam before his fall.... It is now partly seen in the
elect -- in so far as they are re-generat-ed by the Spirit."

Now then, continues Calvih;'God breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life (Gen. 2:7)....
Paul indeed...tells us we are His [God's] offspring (Acts 17:28)...." We are His offspring "not
in substance...but in quality...." For "He has adorned us with divine endowments" alias gifts --
donated, by the Holy Spirit, to unfallen man as the very image of God. Indeed, even after
man's fall, the Spirit of God now saves His adopted human children -- by applying to them the
merits of Christ the Second Adam.

Thus God, by the mighty power of HiSpirit, render(s) us con-form-able to Himself.... From

24 Comm. on Col. 3:9f.
%5 | ngtitutes of the Christian Religion 1:15:1-4.
28 |p, 1:115:5-6.



the words of Paul -- when treating of the removal [at man's fall] of the image (Il Cor. 3:18) --
the inference is obvious.... Man was con-form-able to God [before his fall] -- not by an influx
of substance, but by the grace and virtue of the Spirit. He says [after the fall] that by beholding
the glory of Christ, we are transformed into the same image -- as by the Spirit of the Lord....
Man was undoubtedly created to meditate on the heavenly life. So it is certain that the
knowledge of it was engraven on the soul.”

Calvin goes on to explaifthat "God at first formed us in His own image -- [so] that He might
elevate our minds to the pursuit of virtue and the contemplation of eternal life.... Those noble
qualities...distinguish us from the lower animals...

"We [human beings, unlike what Calvin calls the ‘lower animals’] -- were endued with reason
and intelligence -- in order that we might cultivate a holy and honourable life, and regard a
blessed immortality as our destined aim.... The prohibition to touch the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil was a trial of obedience -- [so] that Adam, by observing it, might prove his
willing submission to the command of God. For the very term shows the end of the precept to
have been to keep him contented with his lot.... The promise, which gave him hope of eternal
life as long as he should eat of the tree of life; and, on the other hand, the fearful denunciation of
death the moment he should taste of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil -- were meant to
prove and exercise his faith."

Calvin nex® insists that "Adam's spirit-ual[!] life would have consisted in remaining united and
bound to his Maker... Theghteousness of Christ, and thereby life, is ours by communication...

It follows that both of these were lost in Adam -- [s0] that they might be re-cover-ed in Christ....
Christ, by His grace, re-stor-ed us to salvation.... Too, iRittseEpistle to the Corinthians,

when Paul would confirm believers in the confident hope of the re-surrection, he shows that the
life is re-cover-ed in Christ which was lost in Adam (I Cor. 15:22)... The hope of lifesisr -

ed in Christ... By a wondrous communication, Christ [WhG &l as well aghe Second

Adam] transfuses into us the power of His own righteousness. As itis elsewhere said, 'The
Spirit is life -- because of righteousness' (I Cor. 15:22)."

Calvin continueg® "Man was created in the image of God.... Not only did the divine glory

shine forth in the excelleendowmentsvith which he was adorned; b@bd dwelt in him[!]...

Adam bore the image of God.... He was united to God (this being the truest and highest
perfection of dignity).... Whatever excellence was engraven on Adam, had its origin in this --
that by means of the only begotten Son, he approximated to the glory of his Maker. Man,
therefore, was created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27). And in him, the Creator was pleased to
behold, as in a mirror, His own glory.... Nor does Paul teach (Col. 3:10) that men are re-new-ed
in the image of God in any other way -- than...that they may be united together under one Head."

27 1b. 11:1:1-4.
2. 11:1:5-6.
2. 11:12:6.



He goes oi¥? "Had Adam not lost his integrity, he would, with the [unfallen] angels, have been
like to God." This does not mean that man would have become divine, or even angelic. But
this does mean that man would have recewetbsable everlasting human life -- just as the
unfallen angels received unlosable everlasting angelic life after the fall of the fallen angels, and
-- just as God Himself keeps on possessing unlosable everlasting divine life. For man too, just
like the unfallen angels after the fall of the fallen angels, would have h&msdiite everlasting

life changed intainlosable everlasting life -- which God Himself, in His Own divine and unique
way, always had from all eternity past.

Continues Calviri® Even if or "although the Son of God had never become incasnyatethe

image of God was conspicuous in Adam, both in his body and his soul. In the rays of this

image, it always appeared that Christ was truly Head... Could He not, by His divine energy,
preside over men, and, by the secret virtue of His Spirit, quicken and cherish them as His body --
until they were gathered into heaven...?" Of course He could! And also "His Spirit" would
certainly "cherish them" -- before the fall of Adam and Eve.

Before the fall, states Calvirregarding the Spirit-given 'Sacrament' of the tree of life, "Adam,

by observing it, might prove his willing submission to the command of God.... The promise
which gave him hope of eternal life as long as he should eat of the tree of life, and...the fearful
denunciation of death..., were meant to prove and exercise his faith."

Calvin goes orf? "Sacraments are...seals of goodwill which God entertains toward us. They, by
sealing it to us..., increase our faith.... Faith is the proper and entire work of the Holy Spirit....

"First, the Lord teaches us and trains us by His Word; next, He confirms us by His Sacraments....
The Sacraments duly perform their office, only when accompanied by the Spirit...." And the
Spirit gave certainly faith and possibly also ‘Sacrament’ to Adam -- even before his fall.

Explains John Calvif"The Sacraments are confirmations of our faith.... The Lord sometimes

-- when He sees meet to withdraw our assurance of the things which He had promised in the
Sacraments -- takes away the Sacraments themselves.... He deprives Adam of the gift..., and
expels him from the garden ‘'lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life and live for
ever' (Gen. 3:22).... The term 'Sacrament'...includes generally all the signs which God ever
commanded men to use... We have an example, in His giving the tree of life to Adam and Eve
as an earnest of immortality, [so] that they might feel confident of the promise -- as often as they
ate of the fruit."

Calvin also say%:"Whatever in man is made new in the image of God, is always called 'Spirit."
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God "created him a-new, by His Spirit." Fall-en man is "de-stit-ute of the Spirit of God..., but
the elect are led by the Spirit.... What rectitude can there be in man -- apart from the leading of
the Holy Spirit?"

Evenpre-fall "faith come[s]...by the gratuitous illumination of the Spirit.... Tihet of the
Spirit, isfaith (Gal. 5:22)."

After the fall, even "the elect” do not always follow "the continual direction of the Spirit...
They often fall* and "err...." Yet "only those believe, whom God illumines by His Spirit."

Calvin further approvingly describ&she "effectual working of the Holy Spirit" in the view of
Augustine. "The first man had not that grace by which he could never wish to be bad. For the
help given him was of that nature, that he might abandon it when he would -- and remain in it if
he would... The motion of the Holy Spirit is so efficacious that it always begets faith.... [Thus]
Augustine...calls faith the life of the soul...."

Continues John Calvin: "Let us hear Augustine...: 'God was pleased that man's approach to Him
should be the effect only of His grace...; man's not withdrawing from Him should also be the
effect only of His grace... Man’s will does not obtain grace by freedom, but freedom by grace,
and -- in order that it may persevere -- delectable perpetuity and insuperable fortitude... Man
received great powers of free-will when he was created; but lost them, by sinning.™

Dr. Calvin also rightly observ&ghat "nothing can bea the image of God, but spirit -- since God
is Spirit... Colossans 3:20...enjoins usto 'put on the new man which is renewed.. .after the image
of Him Who creged him'.... He says (Eph. 4:24), 'Put on the new man who has been credged
after God in...true holi-nesd™  Furthermore, "we say that man -- in resped of spirit -- was made
partaker of the wisdom, justice and goodnessof God.... Let us hold the image of God in man to
be that which can have its & only in the Spirit...!"

Calvin further asks:* "Would you know what the deah of the soul is? It isto be without God --
to be @andoned by God, and left to itself. For if God isitslife -- it losesits life when it loses the
presenceof God." Before man'sfall, however, the very opposite was the cae.

Calvin goes on:**"| will add another passage...(I Cor. 2:11): 'Who of men knows the things of a
man -- save the spirit of man that isin m? So also, no man knows the things of God -- but the
Spirit of God'.... Also, when He said (Rom. 8:16): 'The Spirit of God beas witnesswith our
spirit, that we ae the sons of God' [as was the unfallen Adam, cf. Luke 3:38 & 3:22] -- did He
not use the same peauliarity of expresson?'

35 Antidote to the Sixth Session of the Acts of the Council of Trent.

3 psychopannychia, as cited in Calvin'gracts and Treatises, ed. Torrance (Grand Rapids: Mich., 1958,
IIl, pp. 424-25.
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Again, claims Calvin:* "Everything which had fallen in Adam, isre-new-ed in Christ... So much
has Christ been more powerful in re-stor-ing -- than Adam in de-stroy-ing!... Man, if he had not
fallen, would have been immortal.... The ded, now, are such as Adam was -- before his 3n....
He was creaed in-ex-term-inable.... So, now, have those bemme -- who have been re-new-ed by
Christ to a better nature.”

* * * * * * *

We must now consider, in greaer depth, the Spirit-filled Second Adam Jesus Christ.  For this has
considerable beaing on the Spirit-fullnessof the unfalen first Adam from Whom He (as man)
descended.

Calvin regarded the unfallen Adam as the image of God -- and as the axcestor of the infallible
Seoond Adam Jesus Christ (acording to His human reture). Adam, it seems, was alreay fill ed
with the Holy Spirit (yet apparently subjed to further growth) even before the fall -- at his very
credgion. Thisimplicitly follows from the fad that Adam's smilar descendant, the Seaond Adam
Jesus Christ -- 'made under the law' (Gal. 4:4) -- was Himself fill ed with the Spirit' from His very
conception onward. That Second Adam remained full of the Spirit. Indeed, He too increasingly
kept on being fill ed with the Spirit -- as He grew toward human maturity.“

Before the fall, the in-corrupt and holy Adam was generat-ed, and losably indwelt, by the Holy
Spirit. At that time, he was given an in-corrupt yet corrupt-ible inheritance

After thefall, the @rrupt-ed and un-holy Adam was re-generat-ed -- and unlosably indwelt by the
Holy Spirit. At that time, he was given an in-corrupt-ible inheritance. This was done via the
then-promised certainty of the then-future in-corrupt-ible and Spirit-indwelt work of the Second
Adam Jesus Christ -- for al of His people.**

By understanding how Christ did the work Adam should have done, we can better understand
Adam'stask itself. Inthat way, we can also more dealy grasp our own task. For we have been
re-stor-ed in Christ -- to the task Adam should have per-form-ed. And we ae right now being
consumimeted, in Christ, toward the reward Adam would have receved -- had he never sinned.

Dedares Calvin:*?"We know that to Christ aone the Spirit 'was given without measure' (John
3:34) -- [s0] that we may draw 'out of His fulness (John 1:16).... Those who are more plentifully
endued with gracebeyond the ordinary cgpadty, are said to be 'full of the Holy Spirit' [as was
Jesus Himsalf ‘without measure’]....

“The angel...leads the virgin [Mary] to contemplate the power of the Holy Spirit...[saying]: The

*1b., pp. 456-7.
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power of the Highest shall overshadow you'.... Christ, because He was conceived by a Spirit-ual
power, is cdled 'the holy seed'.... He mntraded no defilement from a sinful nature. For the
Spirit of God kept Him pure from the very commencement. And this was done not merely [s0]
that He might abound in personal holiness-- but chiefly [so] that He might sanctify His own
people.”

Calvin states,*® regarding Jesus boyhood, that "the endowments of His mind grew with His age."
Indeed, "with age the gifts and graces of the Spirit grew also -- and increased in Him.... This
progressor advancement relates to His human rature.  For the Divine nature @uld recave no
increase.... But -- from the time that He was conceaved in His mother's womb -- did He not
abound in all fulnessof Spirit-ual gifts? For it appeas absurd to say that the Son of God wanted
any thing that was necessary to perfedion.”

Explains Calvin of Jesus:** "It takes nothing from His glory, that He was altogether ‘emptied'
(Phil. 2:6).... Neither does it degrade Him, that He chose to grow not only in body -- but [also]
to make progressin mind... Christ recaved, in His human nature, acording to His age and
cgpadty, an increase of the freegifts of the Spirit, [in order] that, ‘out of His fulness (John 1:16),
He may pour them out upon us.... 'Hewas invigorated in Spirit, and was full of wisdom' [Luke
2:40, cf. v. 52].

“Luke thus dedares, that whatever wisdom exists among men, and receves daily accessons --
flows from that single fountain, from the Spirit of God.... 'The graceof God was upon Him [viz
Upon the Second Adam Jesus]' [Luke 2:40].... It includes all the excdlence of every description
that shone brightly in Christ."

Let us now look* at the descent of the Spirit upon 'Christ' at the time of His baptism. Thus was
He anointed as our Gred High Priest, when attaining the required age of thirty.

Here, Calvin comments: "Jesus is cdled the Lord's Christ -- because He was anointed [viz. asthe
Christ-os dias the 'Anointed One] by the Father.... At the same time that He recaved the Spirit,
[He] recaved aso thetitle of King and Priest [and Prophet].... 'While Jesus was praying, the
heaven was opened' (Luke 3:21).... Asman, when He commenced awarfare of so arduous a
description, He neaded to be amed with a remarkable power of the Spirit.

"But here," continues Calvin,* "two questions arise. The first is: Why did the Spirit, Who had
[also] formerly dwelt in Christ, descend upon Him [only] at that time [of His subsequent baptism
when around thirty]? This question is answered by a passage of the prophet Isaiah...: "The Spirit
of the Lord God is upon Me -- because the Lord God hath anointed Me to pread good tidings!
etc. (Isa. 611 [cf. Luke 3:21ff & 4:16-21]).

43 Comm. on Luke 2:40.
44 uke 2:25ff cf. 3:22ff and Matt. 3:16.



Though the graceof the Spirit was [even from His very conception] bestowed on Christ in a
remarkable and very extraordinary manner (John 3:34); yet He remained at home, as a private
person -- till He should be cdled to public life by the Father. Now that the full time is come for
preparing to discharge the office of Redeemer -- He is clothed with a new power of the Spirit...."

"When Christ was preparing to pread the Gospel," concludes Calvin,* "He was introduced by
Baptism into His Office and at the same time was endued with the Holy Spirit.... John keholds
the Holy Spirit descending upon Christ.... Nothing carnal, or eathly, must be expeded in
Christ.... He comes as a godlike man (‘a man fill ed with God'), descended from heaven -- in
Whom the power of the Holy Spirit reigns...."

At Christ's own baptism, explains Dr. John Calvin,* "this was the first time that the Spirit was
seen descending upon Him.  Not that before this He had been empty of the Spirit. But now He
is, asit were, conseaated with a solemn ceremony.... He therefore receved the Spirit on that
occasion, not so much for Himself as for His people. And the Spirit descended visibly, [so] that
we may know -- that in Christ dwells the dundance of al gifts, of which we ae destitute and
empty...."

Shortly after Christ's own baptism, His baptizer, John -- apparently referring to Jesus -- said: 'God
does not keep on giving [Him] the Spirit by measure.' Here Calvin makes a particularly
important observation:“

"l would,” ingists Calvin, “follow Augustine.... Heinterpretsit as sid of Christ.... The Spirit
was not given to Christ by 'measure’ -- asif the resources of gracewhich He possessd werein
some way limited....

“Paul teadiesin| Cor. 127 and in Eph. 4:7 that to everyone is distributed acwrding to the
'measure’ of the gift -- so that none may possessthe fulnesson hisown.... Christ is different -- in
that the Father has poured out upon Him an unlimited wedth of His Spirit. And indeed, it isright
that the Spirit should dwell in Him without measure -- [s0] that we may all draw from His
fulness..."

Right after Christ's baptism, Luke tells us that 'Jesus [was] full of the Holy Spirit." These words
about Christ, remarks Calvin,*” "imply that He was then more dundantly endued with the grace
and power of the Spirit."

Thiswas done, "in order that He might be more fortified for the battles which He had to fight.
For it was not without a good reason that ‘the Holy Spirit descended upon Him' in a visible shape
[Luke 3:22].... The graceof God shone in Him the more brightly, as the necessty arising out of
our salvation becane greder.... The nature of Adam, while it was gill i nnocent and refleded the

45 Ccomm. on John 1:32.
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brightnessof the divine image, was liable to temptations....

“It was only granted that it was possible for him [the first Adam] not to sin” -- but not for him
right then to bein-fall-ible!  But Jesus, the Second Adam, was in-fall-ible. He could not sin.
For "we know that Christ was fortified by the Spirit with such power -- that the darts of Satan
could not pierceHim."

The first Adam -- though holy before he fell -- could lose the Holy Spirit. And hedid! The
Sewond Adam, the Holy One Himself, could not possbly lose the Holy Spirit.  So He did not!
Thiswas © -- but not just because He was God. It was aso the cae -- becaise, as man, He
possesxd the Spirit of God without measure. Predsely as man -- indeed, as perfect man --
Jesus the Last Adam and the Seacond Man could not possbly sin. | Cor. 15:45-47.

Christians, however, though saved -- becaise descendants of the fallen Adam, are themselves
nevertheless sill sinners. But because they are dso Christ-ians -- “Christ’s ones’ -- even though
they remain sinnerstill they die, they cannot possbly lose Christ' s Spirit and become lost.

After Christ' s baptism for His people, Luke (4:14) saysthat ' Jesus returned by the power of the
Spirit into Galilee'  Here Calvin remark&that "it is proper to observe the mode of expresson
employed by Luke... Jesuscame' inthe power' (or'b ythe power' ) of' the Spirit' into Galilee..
It isof gred consequencethat our minds be dways occupied and our fedings affeded -- by His
heavenly and divine power."

Finally,* Christ then went into the synagogue of Nazaeth and applied the Scripture to Himself.
Said He: ' The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me -- because He hath anointed Me...to pread the
Gospdl..." Isa 61:1.

Comments Calvin:® "It is certain that what is here related, belongs properly to Christ alone -- for
two reasons. First, because He done was endued with the fulnessof the Spirit (John 3:34)....

“Seaondly, because He done, by the power of His Spirit, performs and grants all the benefits that
are here promised.... He does nothing by the suggestion or advice of men, but everything by the
guidance of the Spirit of God ....

“Many make afalse boast that they have the Spirit of God -- while they are destitute of His gifts.

But Christ proves by the' anointing' ...that He is endued with the Spirit of God. He then statesthe
purpose for which the graces of the Spirit were bestowed upon Him. It was ‘[s0] that He might
preat the Gospel' ..."

Now "the Lord anoints His srvants," observes bhn Calvin,*° "because the true and efficadous

48 Comm. on Matt. 4:12.
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preading of the Gospel...does not lie 'in the enticing words of man's wisdom' [I Cor. 2:4].”
Instead, it lies “in the heavenly power of the Spirit."

Calvin's reference here to First Corinthians (2:4), isthe 'bridge’ of al bridges -- to expedite the
walk of fallen man.  For it takes fallen man from the (unlosably) Spirit-filled Second Adam Jesus
Christ -- right badk to the unfallen (losably) Spirit-filled Adam.

Continues bhn Calvin:** “Adam did not die for himself alone, but for usall.... Christ, Who isthe
Antitype, did not rise again merely for Himself. For He came to restore everything which had
been brought to ruinin Adam.... Christ, Whose function it isto restore what we have lost in
Adam, isthe cause of life for us."

Y et, remarks Calvin,* there is not only a similarity but also a"contrast of Christ with Adam....
Moses gates that Adam was given aliving soul; but Christ, on the other hand, is endowed with a
life-giving Spirit....

“Christ was also aliving soul, like ourselves. But over and above His ul, the Spirit of the Lord
was poured out upon Him -- [s0] that, by the power of the Spirit, He might rise from the dea,
and raise up others....

“The life-giving Spirit of Christ [as our Second Adam] is poured out upon us through the graceof
regeneration..., [and He] has brought us the Spirit Who isLife.... Thereis every justificaion for
cdling Adam the first man; and Christ the last.”

Calvin concludes® that "Christ, the man from heaven, came dter Adam..., [and] He brought us
the life-giving Spirit from heaven.... We shall bea the image of the heavenly Adam.... Our
bodies need to be re-new-ed.... The only way we can enter into the Kingdom of Christ, is by
Christ'sre-new-ing us -- acording to Hisown image.... Our flesh will share in the glory of God
-- but only after it has been re-new-ed and re-stor-ed to life by the Spirit of Christ."

It isthe (re-)indwelling Spirit Who effeds the re-stora-tion of fall-en man -- making him once
again the temple of the Holy Spirit. Thisimplies that the Holy Spirit -- losably, and only in a
measure, yet increasingly -- also indwelt Adam, even in his original and un-fall-en first estate.

That same Holy Spirit -- unlosably and without measure -- indwelt the Second Adam Jesus Christ.
And that same Holy Spirit -- unlosably and in increasing measure -- indwells Christ-ians or
“Christ’s ones’ (asthe alopted children of the Second Adam Jesus Christ).

Unlike the infalli ble Jesus, Who possessed the Spirit without measure -- all of usfallible and frail
Christians possessonly a measure of the Spirit. Yet, like the unfallen Adam, we can and should

51 Comm. on | Cor. 15:51ff.
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constantly increase in our indwelli ng fullnessof the Spirit.

Y et unlike the unfallen Adam, but like the infalli ble Second Adam Jesus Christ —we fallible
Christ-ians or “Christ’s ones’ can never lose the indwelling Holy Spirit. For that same Spirit -- in
applying to the believer the dfedive work of the Spirit-filled Second Adam Jesus Christ -- is now
too atogether unlosably re-stor-ing, and increasing, and consummeting us as His very eled.

S0 -- it was not only the in-fall-ible Seaond Adam Jesus Christ Who was, at His very generation,
(unlosably) and progressvely fill ed with the Holy Spirit (and indeed without measure).> Nor is
it also only we fall-en Christ-ians or “Christ’s ones” who are now, (unlosably) and progressvely,
constantly being fill ed with an increas-able and yet-more-to-be-increased measure of the same
Holy Spirit -- both at, and after, their re-genera-tion.>> No!

Even before the fall and even in his own right, also the fall-ible first Adam -- atype of Christ the
Seoond Adanr® -- was at his very genera-tion (losably) fill ed with a measure of that very same
Holy Spirit.>” Yet it was even then an increas-able measure which should constantly have been
increased.

Throughout then -- whether in resped: of the Spirit-filled unfallen Adam; or of the infalli ble
Spirit-filled Second Adam Jesus Christ; or of fallen yet unlosable and Spirit-fill ed Christ-ians --
there ae signs of being full of the Spirit, which they al have in common. What, then, are these?

Such signs do not include spe&king in tongues (which neither Adam nor Christ are ever aleged to
have done). Nor do these signsinclude the demonstration of other mirades (which neither Adam
nor amost al Christ-ians are ever said to have done). But in Adam, in Christ and in Christ-ians -
- these signs of being fill ed with the Spirit include: obedienceto God' s Spirit-given Law; the
pleasant and joyous exeaution of the Spirit-given grea commisson of the dominion charter; and
obediently serving God here and now, in the everyday jobs of our present life.>’

* * * * * * *

We now look at Calvin' sdoctrine of the Holy Spirit’s ongoing infilli ng of restored man. That is
to say, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit’swork in Christians, after the fall of our first parents.

Right after Adam' sfirst sin, God' s Son or Word or Voice came to revive man -- in the @al of the
evening or the' Spirit' of theday. Gen. 3:8. Adam and Eve gparently believed this preading of
the Gospel. Gen. 3:15f. For, as Calvin remarks:% "I do not doubt that, when he [Adam] head

54 John 3:34; Luke 1:15,35,41; 2:40,52: 3:22; 4:1,14,18.
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the dedaration of God concerning the pro-long-ation of life -- he began again to breahe and to
take @urage..., asonere-viv-ed.... Eve givesthanksto God... She ambracel -- by faith -- the
promise @mncerning the bruising of the head of the devil.... While Eve mngratulates herself on
the birth of a son, she offers him to God."

At thefall, man lost God's image in the narrower sense (cf. Col. 3:9-10); retained its remnants in
the broader sense (cf. Gen. 9:6ff); and theredter had that narrower image progressvely restored -
- when justified, and while being sanctified (cf. Eph. 4:23ff). Thus, Dr. Calvin says* that the
'image of God' isto be found "as a spirit-ual essencein man.... We ought to grow and profit
daily in our Lord, always advancing closer to Him -- asif we were taking one step today and
another one tomorrow, or asif we were dimbing by degrees.... The 'Spirit of God' is a spark of
life which is given to us -- in order increasingly to vivify us....”

That growth, however, must always be in aceordance with the reveded Word of God. This, after
man’ s redemption from the fall, kept on acawmulating more and more — and always toward the
Spirit-written and now-completed Holy Scriptures as our only final guide.

"What apparent resemblanceis there between the Pope and the Anabaptists?' -- writes Calvin.
"When they [the Anabaptists] excessvely rave aout the Spirit -- the meaning is certainly not
anything else than that they, in suppressng and burying the Word of God, make room for their
own falsehood.... The Spirit will not be abuilder of new revelations.... By this sngle Word" of
Jesus -- 'The Holy Spirit...shall tead you...and bring al things to your remembrance, whatever |
have said unto you' -- "we may refute dl the inventions which Satan has brought into the Church
from the beginning, under the pretence of the Spirit."®

Continues Calvin: "Mahomet and the Pope agreein holding this as a principle of their religion --
that Scripture does not contain a perfedion of doctrine, but that something loftier has been
reveded by the Spirit. From the same [view]point, the Anabaptists and Libertinesin our own
time have drawn their absurd notions. However, the ‘spirit’ that introduces any doctrine or
invention apart from the Gospel -- is a decaving spirit, and not the Spirit of Christ."®°

Nevertheless It must be remembered that, although man has fallen and ceased to be the image
of God in the narrower sense, and has forfeited the indwelli ng of the Holy Spirit -- even those
totally unregenerate ae ill the image in the broader sense, and are still subjed to the Spirit's
non-indwelli ng influences.

Thus, Rev. Prof. Dr. John Calvin insists that "the sons of Cain, though deprived of the Spirit of
regeneration, were yet endued with gifts of no despicable kind... And we see & the present time,
that the evident gifts of the Spirit are diffused throughout the whole human race...

“There ae most excdlent blessngs which the Divine Spirit dispenses to whom He will, for the

%9 Calvin's Against the Anabaptists (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982rep.), pp. 76ff.
€0 Response to Sadoleto, in Calvin's Opera, V, col. 393 Comm. on John 14:25-6.
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common benefit of mankind.... The knowledge of those things which are of the [very] highest
excdlencein human life, is sid to be communicated to us by the Spirit.... Inthisdiversity, we
can tracesome remains of the divine image, distinguishing the whole human racefrom other
credures."® Yet nonetheless-- al "the liberal arts, and all the sciences, must be looked upon as
empty and worthlessuntil they have been entirely subjeded to the Word and the Spirit of God."¢2

After deding with the unregenerate Cain, Calvin discusses the worship of the Spirit-indwelt Seth
and hisfellow-believers. Here, says Rev. Prof. Dr. John Calvin,** "God prefersthis srvice of
piety and faith to all saaifices.... Thisisthe Spirit-ual worship of God which faith produces....
Adam and Eve, with afew other of their children, were themselves true worshippers of God....
We may realily conclude -- that Seth was an upright and faith-ful servant of God."

Rev. Profesor Dr. John Calvin also discusses the situation right before the gred flood. Then,
God said: 'My Spirit shall not always grive with [or “judge”] man; for hetooisflesh.’ Gen. 6:3.
Here, saysthe grea genius of Geneva,* "the Spirit of God adsthe part of ajudge within us|i.e.
within all mankind] -- when[ever] He so enlightens us with reason that we pursue what is right.

“[Dr. Martin] Luther, according to his custom, applies the term to the externa jurisdiction which
God exercises by the ministry of the prophets...: "'The Spirit of God...spe&sthrough us.... | do
not entirely rejed the opinion of Luther.... But the general dedaration is not to be restricted to
that particular case.... The Lord here seansto placeHis Spirit in opposition to the canal nature
of man.... Paul dedaresthat the 'anima man does not receave those things which belong to the
Spirit -- and that they are foolishnessunto him' (I Cor. 2:14)."

Much later, long after the gred flood, Moses the Mediator of the Older Testament propheticaly
expresed® a predictive wish.  ‘Would that all the Lord's people were prophets!’ — proclaimed
Moses. ‘Would that the Lord would pu His Spirit upon all of them?’

Could the fulfilment of this perhaps have occurred during, or nea, a Pentecost Harvest Feast?
At any rate -- it clealy pointed to the Spirit-drenched events of the first Pentecost Sunday after
Calvary. SeeActs2:1-4,16-18. Inded -- as siown in my other article Annud Revivals at
‘Pentecst Prayer Medings -- Calvin made many important comments® about those yealy
Harvest Feasts (both before and after the outpouring of the Spirit on Whitsuntide's Penteost
Sunday).

61 Comm on Gen. 4:20-3 & Ingt. 11:2:16-7.

62 Comm on I Cor. 1:20.

63 Comm on Gen. 4:26.

64 Comm on Gen. 6:3.

65 Num. 11:17-29.
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Cor. 16:8-9.
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We now proceel to Calvin's remarks about the outpouring of God's Holy Spirit on the historic
Pentecost Sunday seven weeks after Calvary. Inthisregard, his observations regarding Joel's
prophedes are of speadal significance

Here Calvin remarks:®” "There had been four barren yeas... Whence cane so sudden a change --
that the pastures grew...? Inthose warm climates, the harvest...isealier than with us. We here
[in Europe] gather the cornin July -- but they gather it there [in Palesting], in May.

“Fruit then ripens with them in March... They neeal the later rain.. to fertili ze the ground.. .before
the harvest or before the fruit came to maturity” at the annual Harvest Feest of Pentecst. "The
Prophet [viz. Joel] says now, that God would be...propitiousto the Jews.... For Hewould gve

themrain" in Joel's own lifetime.

Yet in Joel 2:28, God further predicts through His Prophet: ‘It shall come to passafterward --
that | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh." Here Calvin remarks:®

"The Prophet no doubt promises here something greaer than what the fathers under the Law had
experienced. The gift of the Spirit, we know, was enjoyed even by the aicients. But the
Prophet promises not what the faithful had before found; but, as we have said, something
greder.... Theword here used, [shafak,] 'pour out'..., means not to distil -- but to pour forthin
greda abundance... The gift of the Spirit was more copiously given to the Church -- after the
advent of Christ....

“This prophecy must be referred to the advent of Christ.... We know that what is here described
was not fulfilled until after Christ appeared in the world..... The Prophet now preadies of the new
re-stor-ation of the Church.... Peter, in the seaond chapter of Acts, saysthat this prophecy was
fulfilled when the Spirit was snt."

This same mighty Whitsunday occurrence, is predicted also in John4:14 and 7:38. There, Rev.
Dr. Calvin observes.* "Believersto the very end of their lives ardently desire more abundant
grace... TheHoly Spirit isa constantly flowing well.... We have not drunk of the Spirit just
for one day, or for any short time -- but as of a perennial fountain that will never fail us....
Those who believe, shall ladk no spirit-ual blessngs.

“He [Jesug] cdlsit 'living water' whose spring never grows dry, and whose flow never ceases....
Whoever believes in Christ, will have afountain of life springing upin himself.... Christ says
that by faith, we draw in the Spirit Who is a fountain of water -- [and Who keeps on] springing
up unto everlasting life... . The Holy Spirit islike aliving and ever-flowing fountain [with]in
believers.... Asbelievers advancein faith -- they continually aspire to new increases of the

[Holy] Spirit..."

57 Comm. on Jod 1:4 and 223.
58 Comm. on Jod 2:28.
%9 Comm. on John 4:14 & 7:38.



Indeed, even before Pentecost Sunday -- al of the goostles themselves had arealy been fill ed
with the Spirit. They were so filled -- when they were regenerated. And they were later again
re-filled -- when they were strengthened on Easter Sunday. That too was gill approximately
seven weeks before Penteaost Sunday.

Even before Calvary itself, Jesus had already made amost solemn dedaration. At that time, He
had said that 'unlessa person hes been from above' and ‘from the Spirit' -- he or she ‘cannot enter
into' nor indeed even 'seethe Kingdom of God." John 3:3-8.

Here, Calvin™ remarks: "No oneisa son of God -- until he has been renewed by...the Spirit Who
cleansesusanew.... The newnessof life...comes from the Spirit alone.”

At alater date, on Easter Sunday, Jesus then said to His aready regenerated apostles. 'Recave
the Holy Spirit!" John 20:22. Here, Calvin remarks™ that Christ "bestowed His Spirit on the
apostles by breahing.... The[Holy] Spirit was given to the gostles now, in such away that they
were...sprinkled with His grace-- and not saturated with full power.... When the Spirit [later]
appeaed on them, in tongues of fire -- they were entirely renewed.” Hence on Pentecost
Sunday, we lean that they were then once again 'l filled with the Holy Spirit." Acts 2:4.

The grea SwissReformer certainly emphasizes the uniqueness and irrepeatability of what was
then heard and seen on that first Pentecost Sunday after Calvary.  Such unique and irrepeaable
feauresincluded the sound like arushing mighty wind, and the sight of cloven tongues like fire
sitting solely upon the apostles (and not upon the rest of the disciples). Y et he neverthelessalso
makes many interesting remarks about the permanent blessngs of God's Spirit -- which then too
acompanied those extraordinary phenomena.

Calvin first stressed the uniqueness of that Pentecost Sunday and its occurrences.  For it is not
about all of the disciples but rather about spedficaly the twelve apostles™ that the following was
said:

“Matthias...was numbered with the deven apostles. And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they [the apostles] were dl with one acord in one place And suddenly, there cane a
sound from heaven like arushing mighty wind. And it filled al the house where they [all the
apostles] were sitting...

“Cloven tongues like fire gopeaed to them, and sat upon eadt of them. And they were dl filled
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance”

0 Comm. on John 3:5.

" comm. on John 20:22.

2 Acts 1:26's "apostles’ = the next verse's "they"!
B Acts 1:26 to 2:1-4.



Here Calvin remarks.” "The appear ance of the tongues -- isrestricted to thisevent only. For
just as the figure of a dove which descended upon Christ was an appropriate indication of [Jesus]
Christ's nature and office[cf. Luke 3:22] -- so now God choaoses that [irrepeaable] sign [of those
cloven tongueslike fire]... The Lord gave the Holy Spirit onceto His disciplesin visible shape...
They were dl filled with the Holy Spirit.... The fullnessof the Spirit, with which He says eath
one was endowed, does not signify an equal measure of giftsin each one; but rather [signifies]
the excdlencewhich would be sufficient to enable eab to exeaute his office™

Y et here there ae also many non-unique and very repeatable feaures, of those same Penteost
Sunday occurrences.  Such are feaures which we should fervently pray may reaur repedably,
again and again, even in our own lifetimes -- and, indeed, throughout the whole curse of our
eathly serviceof the Lord God in every sphere of life.

Thus, Calvin also notes™ that -- between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday -- [not just the
apostles but also] the rest of the first Christian disciplesin Jerusalem were all "waiting with
expedancy for the [dramatic and promised] coming of the Spirit. Thiswas the purpose of their
prayer -- that Christ would send His Spirit, as He had promised.....

“We ask the Lord to grant to our prayers the things which we know He has promised. So it is
right that, after their example, we should be instant in prayer -- [in order] that we may gain daily
increase of the Spirit."

Continues Calvin: "The sending of the Holy Spirit in so spedaaular a manner, was a symbol of
the hidden gracewherewith the Lord continuousdly in-spire-s[or 'kegos on Howing into’] His
eled.... Tothe Son, it is given to baptize with the Spirit.... So ought we to consider that the
baptism of water which we recaved from the hands of men, was not in vain. Because Chrigt,
Who ordered that it be done, will do His part -- to baptize with the Spirit...."

"Let ustherefore observe...that the honour due to Christ isin no way diminished. And yet -- let
us hope for that fruit from our baptism which is here noted.... The gostles teaching did not
simply sound in the ar, but pierced the minds of men -- and filled them with the warmth which
came from heaven. Thispower was siown forth not in the apostles words alone, but is still
reveded daily...."

After the outpouring of the Spirit had finished on Pentecost Sunday, Peter the same day said to
those who had attentively heard and seen it: 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remisson of sins, and you shall recave the gift of the Holy Spirit!
For the promise isto you, and to your children, and to all that are far off -- to as many asthe
Lord our God shall cdl!™

4 Comm. on Acts 2:2ff.
> Comm. on Acts 1:14ff.
6 Comm. on Acts 1:5.

T Acts 2:38-39.



Here Calvin remarks™ that Peter's listeners "were smitten with astonishment when they saw the
aposties suddenly begin to speak in foreign tongues.... Thisdoesnot strictly apply to us.

For sinceit was the inauguration of His Kingdom that Christ meant to set forth by these miracles
-- they lasted only for atime... Although we do not receve the Spirit to the end that we may
spedk with tongues, or be prophets, or cure the sick, or work miracles -- yet is He given to us
for abetter use: so that we may believe with the heat unto righteousness [in order] that our
tongues may be trained to true wnfesson (Rom. 10:10)."

* * * * * * *

More interesting still are Rev. John Calvin's remarks about many of the events occurring after
that promised and unique outpouring of the Holy Spirit into the New Testament Church on that
Pentecost Sunday. Those further observations make it clea that Dr. Calvin strongly believed
in subsequent and repeated or augmentative infillingswith the Holy Spirit, during thelife
of Christians —and, indeed, increasingly so.

On Penteost Sunday itself, Peter was one of those “fill ed with the Holy Spirit.””  On another
day some time later, there is again areferenceto Peter. There, it saysthat he was then freshly
“fill ed with the Holy Spirit.”#°

Dr. John Calvin remarks™ that here "we are taught to seek from the Lord -- when[ever] we make
professon of our faith -- the Spirit of fortitude and prudence.... [So] the ‘fullness of the Spirit'
denotes afull and exceptional measure.”

Too, on ayet subsequent occasion, we ae further told that the disciples (including also Peter)
were later again “all filled with the Holy Spirit.”®> Here, Calvin states® that "they are d fill ed
with the Holy Spirit and endowed with greater boldness.”

Similarly, we seethe same in Stephen.  Even before he becane adeaon -- he was aready*
cdled aman “full...of the Holy Spirit.” Yet also subsequently,® we ae again told that he was
still and perhaps indeed again “full of the Holy Spirit.” Thus Calvin too.

It isthe same with Paul. Doubtlesshe was initialy fill ed with the Spirit at his very conversion to
Christ.?¢ Yet soon after that, he was “ strengthened” and “increased’-- even while others then and

8 Comm. on Acts 2:38ff.

9 Acts 2:4, cf. v. 14: epleestheesan...Pneumatos Hagiou.

80 Acts 4:8 -- pleestheis Pneumatos Hagiou.

81 Comm. on Acts 4:8.

82 Acts 4:31 (cf. w. 19 & 21) -- epleestheesan hapantes Pneumatos Hagiou.
8 Comm. on Acts 4:31.

84 Acts 6:3-5.

8 Acts 7:55.

8 Acts 9:5-18



later kept on walking “in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.”®”  Subsequently, Paul was “sent forth
by the Holy Spirit”® and then again “fill ed with the Holy Spirit.”® Regarding that latter, Dr.
Calvin says of Paul “that the Spirit was his guide -- driving him on” in a“fervour of zeal .”*
Oncemore. We aelater still told* that the dready-justified “disciples’ were onceagan anew
“filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” Truly, that isto be arepeaed privilege!

Here, Calvin remarks® that the disciples were on that occasion “‘filled with joy’ -- because the
graceof the Holy Spirit was ruling within them.”  Still | ater -- as regards the biblicd statement®
that also Apolloswas' fervent in spirit' -- Calvin remarks that St. Luke the inspired author of the
book of Acts"very clealy attributes his[Apollos g fervour to the Spirit...by théen-flu-ence[or
congtant ‘in-flow-ing’] of the Holy Spirit"* into the soul of Apollos.

Similarly, where Paul urges® Christiansto be' fervent in spirit,” John Calvin explaifisiit is the
fervour of the Spirit alone which correds our indolence  Diligencein well-doing therefore
requires the sed which the Spirit of God has kindled in our heats... Though this zed is the gift
of God, these duties arelaid upon believers in order that they may shake off their listlessess
and take to themselves the flame which God had kindled. It usually happens that we stifle or
extinguish the Spirit by our own fault.”

* * * * * * *

We now come to the testimony of the New Testament Epistles to the ongoing indwelli ng of the
Holy Spirit in the believer. Thisincludes our obedienceto the Holy Spirit's Law.

Romans teades: that “through faith..., we establish the Law” in the life of God' schild. Thus,
“the Law istherefore holy...and just.” Indeed, “the Law is irit-ual”; and “the Law...is good.”
Therefore believers are to “delight in the Law of God inwardly” -- and they are to “serve the Law
of God.”?"

Calvin' scomments on Romans sven are full of instruction. Says hé& “The Law itself and all
that is commanded in the Law, is‘holy’ in every way.... The ‘spirit’ would gadly obey it.... The
Law isSpirit-ual”.... It not only bindsthe fee and the hands.... It aso appliesto the

87 Acts9:19-31

8 Acts13:1-4.

89 Acts 13:9 (pleistheis Pneumatos Hagiou).
9 comm. on Acts 13:9.

91 Acts 13:52 -- matheetai epleerounto charas kai Pneumatos Hagiou.
92 Comm. on Acts 13.52.

9 Acts 18:25.

94 Comm. on Acts 18:25.

% Rom. 12:11.

9 Comm. on Rom. 12:11.

9 Rom. 3:31; 7:12,14,16,22,25.

98 Comm. on Rom. 7:12-22.



affections of the heart, and requires the sincere fea of God.....

“The term ‘ spirit’..means that part of the soul which the Spirit of God has purified from evil and
so refashioned -- so that the image of God shinesforth.... When the Holy Spirit formsthe
godly..., they are ready and eager to render their members[or all partsof their bodies]
obedient to God....

“The Law cdls aman to the rule of righteousness... The Spirit leads him to render obedience
to the Divine Law!"

What Calvinis sying here, isvery smple. Heis sying that the Law of God or the Decalogueis
the Law of the Holy Spirit which also Christiansareto keep. Heisaso saying that the Holy
Spirit isthe engine needed within us, to kegp on driving our own desire to observe those Ten
Commandments as our sanctificatory way of showing God our own gratitude to Him for the grea
salvation He has given usin Christ -- and to continue enabling usto observe God's Law more and
more, as our way of thanking Him for al of Hismerciestoward us.

Paul also saysthat Christians are ae dways to keep on walking 'after the Spirit' (Rom. 8:1).
Here, says Calvin,® Paul means that they "diligently labour to subdue and mortify the flesh....
This Spirit sprinkles our souls with the blood of Christ -- not only to change us from the stain of
sininresped of our guilt, but also to sanctify usto true purity....

“All who do not walk acarding to the Spirit, are dienated from Christ -- because they lad the
heavenly life.... Paul exhortsthem to newnessof life by explaining what power the Spirit of God
hasin the ded -- and what fruit it produces....

“He explainsthat it is those whom God governs by His Spirit, who are spirit-ua.... They have
the Spirit dwelling in them... Thosein whom the Spirit does not reign -- do not belong to
Chrigt... Wedareto avow that the Spirit of Christ dwellsin us.... By the Spirit, He [Christ]
conseqates us as temples to Himself; so, by the same Spirit, He dwellsin us."

Dedares Paul to Christians: ' Y our body is the temple of the Spirit Who isinyou." | Cor. 6:19ff.
Explains Calvin'® "Sincethe Spirit cannot stay in a placethat is unclean, we make ourselves His
dwelling-place only by consecrating ourselves as Histemples. What a grea honour God
bestows upon us, in wishing to dwell in usl  So we should be d the more draid, lest we should
drive Him away and He should abandon us, angered by our saailegious ads....

“Not only our souls, but also our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit -- so that we may be
under no delusion about aqquitting ourselves well towards Him.  For we can only do that, when
weyield ourselvesto His service -- wholly and completely -- so that He may also dired the

99 Comm. on Rom. 8:1-2,8-10.
100 comm. on | Cor. 6:19f.



outward adions of our lives by His Word."

* * * * * * *

We now come to the different gifts of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul dedares. 'No man, spe&king by
the Spirit of God, cdls ksusacairsed.” He saystoo that 'no man can say that Jesusisthe Lord,
but by the Holy Spirit." And then he aldsthat 'there ae diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.'
| Cor. 12:3-4.

Here, Dr. John Calvin remarks® "how gred the blindnessof man's mind is, when he ladks the
illumination of the Holy Spirit.... 1f we ae not to be going wrong for ever -- we must be under
the direction of the Spirit of God....

“Unbelievers have the Spirit of God when -- on occasion -- they sing the praises of Christ_in
glowing terms.... Thereisno doubt that they have Him -- in so far asthat effed is concerned.”
But they do not have Him permanently, or indwellingly.

“The gift of regeneration is onething; the gift of mere fadual knowledge is another. For even
Judas was en-dow-ed with that, when he preaded the Gospel. We dso discover from this, just
how powerlesswe ae. For we cainot employ our tongues to give praise to God, unlessthey are
governed by the Holy Spirit.,.. It isthe function of the Holy Spirit to send out the power of God
-- and keep it at work..."

Paul continues. 'To one, is given -- by the Spirit -- the word of wisdom; to another, the word of
knowledge -- by the same Spirit.... To another, faith[fulnesq -- by the same Spirit; to another,
the gifts of heding -- by the same Spirit.... One and the selfsame Spirit works all these things.
He distributes to every man severally, as He wishes.... By one Spirit, we have dl been baptized
into one body..., and have dl been drenched into one Spirit!" | Cor. 12:8-13.

Here, Calvin further observes:*?"Believers arerichly equipped with different gifts. But let
every one adknowledge that the Spirit of God has given to him whatever he has.”

Asfar asthose who have professed to be believers are mncerned: ‘'In one Spirit were we all
baptized'.... Paul says. 'By Baptism, we ae ingrafted into the body of Christ'.... Paul, of course,
is gpeeking about the baptism of believers, which is efficadous through the graceof the Spirit....
Believers adually do receve the redity, with the Saaament.... Yet, so that no-one might think
that thisis effeded by the outward symbol -- Paul adds that it is the work of the Holy Spirit...."

Again, we were dl drench-ed or 'all made to drink of one Spirit'.... Here, continues Calvin,'%?
Paul "is pointing out once ayain that it is by the power of the Spirit of Christ that we ae made
to drink" or were drench-ed. "Paul therefore teades that as oon as believers are initiated by the

101 comm. on | Cor. 12:1-4.
102 comm. on | Cor. 1228 & 12:13.



Baptism of Chrigt, they are drealy filled with zed" and drench-ed. "Then, afterwards -- when
they recave the Holy Supper -- they are ajain led, step by step.... Becaise they are all being
re-viv-ed...!"

Inll Cor. 1:20ff, Paul remarks that God has 'anointed’ Christians, and 'seded’ them. Indeed, God
has 'given the eanest [or down-payment] of the Spirit' in their heats.

Here Calvin explains'® that God “correds our unfaithfulness and strengthens us through His
Spirit.... The Spirit has been given usasan 'eanest’.... The Spirit is our surety, becaise He
testifiesto our adoption; and our 'sphragis and sed, becaise He establishes the good faith of the
promises....

“Heiswell named our 'eanest’ -- because it is His work to ratify God's covenant.... Without
Him, it would hang in suspense.... It isthe office of the Holy Spirit to confirm within us what
God promises in His Word.”

Paul also wrote that Christians “are an epistle of Christ.” Indeed, they have been and they keep
on being “written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God.” Il Cor. 3:3-10.

Remarks Jbhn Calvin:***"Hard and stubborn.. [is] the human heat -- until it has been subdued by
the Spirit of God... The ministration of the Spirit and of righteousness..enduresfor ever....

“The Spirit is life-giving.... How much more powerfully God's Spirit works under the Gospel,
than He did formerly under the Law.... The Gospel is absurdly abused -- or rather wickedly
profaned -- when the power and majesty of the Spirit are not allowed to shine forth from it, to
draw up men's heats and minds to heaven.”

Inll Cor. 3:17-8, Paul states that ‘the Lord is that Spirit"; and that ‘where the Spirit of the Lord is,
thereisliberty. But we dl, with open facebeholding the glory of the Lord asin amirror, kegp on
being changed, from glory to glory, into the same image -- by the Spirit of the Lord!"

Here Calvin points out:** "Christ giveslifeto the Law, by giving us His Spirit.... [Paul] means
the Holy Spirit, Whom Christ Himself givesto us. Christ, in regenerating us, giveslife to the
Law.... Christisthe Spirit.... He animates uswith the life-giving power of His Spirit....

“Paul is pointing out the dficacy of the Spirit -- that all of uswho have been regenerated by His
grace experienceto our salvation.... By continual progress, we increase both in the knowledge
of God and in conformity to Hisimage.... The whole purpose of the Gospel isthere-stora-tion
in us of theimage of God, which has been cancdled by sin.... Thisre-stora-tion is progressive
and goes on during our whole life -- because God makes His glory to shine in us, little by little....

103 comm. on Il Cor. 1:20f.
104 comm. on 11 Cor. 3:3-10.
105 comm. on Il Cor. 3:17-18.



The goostle speaks of progress..."

* * * * * * *

We now cometo thefruitsof the Spirit in all Christians. Here, in very rapid successon, Paul
in Gal. 3:1-5 asks Christians five seaching rhetoricd questions -- eat of them presupposing an
obvious answer. Here now are those questions, and their answers.

First. 'Did you receve the Spirit by the works of thelaw? The very clea and patently obvious
answer is: No!

Seowond. 'Did you recaved the Spirit...by the heaing of faith? The @rred answer, of course,
is: Yes!

Third. 'Having begun in the Spirit -- are you now being perfeded by the flesh? Here, the right
answer is surely: No!

Fourth. 'He[the Lord God] Who keeps on ministering the Spirit to you -- yes, He Who keeps on
working...among you -- does He do this by the works of the Law...? Once ajain, the obvious
answer is: No!  Not by our own works of kegoing the Law.

Fifth. Does He ke on ministering the Spirit to you...by the heaing of faith? Obvioudly, here
theright answer is: Yes! By believingly heaiing how Jesus as 2nd Adam kept the Law for us.

On the dove rhetorica questions to and the implied answers from the Galatian Christians, Rev.
Dr. John Calvin remarks'® that " Paul's doctrine had taught them about Christ.... It wasasif He
had been shown to them in a‘picture’ -- even [as having been] ‘crucified’ anong them. Such a
representation could not have been effeded by any eloquence or tricks of oratory -- if the power
of the Spirit had not been present...."*

Dr. Calvin also says of them it was "when they" first "heard the Gospel” -- that they had indeed
believingly "receved the Spirit.... They were therefore cetainly ungrateful for not abiding in the
doctrine -- by the blessng of which they had recaved the Holy Spirit.... The Galatians knew that
the power of the Holy Spirit in His Church hed appeaed in Paul's teading -- and that believers
were severally endowed with the graces of the Spirit for the common edification....

“We might paraphrase: 'As the teading of the Gospel brought to you the Holy Spirit -- your
beginning was irit-ual. But now, you have fallen into abad state'.... All the gifts of the Holy
Spirit in which they excdled, are the fruits of the Gospel.... They despoiled themselves of those
gifts -- when they left the Gospel, and flitted to another kind of teading."

106 Comm. on Gal. 3:1-5.
197 seeGal. 1:2 & | Cor. 2:1-4 cf. Il Cor. 3:6,12,17ff & 4:5-7 (q.v.).
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Paul gave yet afurther reminder to the Galatians. He said: "God sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your heats, crying out: '‘Abba Father!™ Gal. 4:6.

Here, Dr. John Calvin remarks:*®"Adoption by God -- precedes the testimony of adoption given
by the Holy Spirit.... The Spirit isthe eanest and pledge of our adoption.... We ae the sons of
God, because we ae endowed with the same Spirit as His only Son....

“It isplain what sort of Christianity there isin the Papagy.... They acase of pious presumption
any man who says that he has the Spirit of God. For they imagine afaith without the Spirit of
God, and without certainty.... It isthe more necessary to fix in our mind this dogma of Paul's:
that none is a Christian, save he who has been taught by the teading of the Holy Spirit to cal
God his Father."

In Gal. 5:2, Paul dedares that 'we, through the Spirit, by faith wait for the hope of righteousness’
Here Calvin remarks'® that "righteousnesstherefore liesin faith, and is obtained in the Spirit" --
so that Christians with grea confidence"now hope for righteousness in the Spirit."  Paul also
urges Christians to ‘walk in the Spirit' -- for 'the flesh' and ‘the Spirit' are ‘contrary against one
another.' Gal. 5:16f.

Explains bhn Calvin:***"The ruin of the Church isno small evil. Therefore, whatever threaensit
-- must be opposed with determination. But by what method?  \When the flesh does not rule in
us, and when we yield ourselves to be ruled by the Spirit of God."

Sadly, however, the Galatians had badksdlidden. Right at that very time, says Calvin, they were
not progressng -- for exadly then, they "were not ‘walking' acwrding to the Spirit." Yet, "since
the whole nature of man is rebelli ous and obstinate against the Spirit of God -- we must labour
and fight, and exert our utmost energy to obey the Spirit."

Dedares Paul: 'K eep on being led by the Spirit! ... Thefruit of the Spirit is -- love, joy, peace
patience, usefulness goodness faithfulness justness[alias lawabidingness] and inner power....
If we kegp on living by the Spirit -- let us also keep on walking in the Spirit!" Gal. 5:18-25.

Here, Paul asaures true Christians in Galatia -- as elsewhere'** -- that they 'are led by the Spirit.’
That isindeed a grea encouragement for all of Christ’s onesto know.

Observes Dr. Calvin:**?"Walk [or 'kegp on walking] acarding to the Spirit! Y ou will then be
free... All virtues, al good and well-regulated affedions, proceal from the Spirit -- that is, from
the graceof God and the re-new-ed nature which we have from Christ." Hence, the seaet of

108 Comm. on Gal. 4:6.

109 Comm. on Gal. 5:6.

110 Comm. on Gal. 5:16f.

111 Gal. 5:18 & 1:2, cf. | Cor. 1.2 & 16:1.
112 Comm. on Gal. 5:18ff.



being enable to kegp on producing the fruit of the Spirit —isto kegp on walking in the Spirit.

* * * * * * *

It is, continues Calvin in his Commentary on Galatians,***“as if he [Paul] had said: 'Nothing but
evil comes from man; nothing good comes, but from the Holy Spirit’.... Where the Spirit reigns,
the Spirit of adoption sets us freefrom subjedion....

“The only way in which this can be done, is when the Spirit of God gainsthe dominion.... If
God's Spirit livesin us -- let Him govern al our adions!... The Spirit cannot dwell in us--
without manifesting Himself, by the outward effects.”

Paul further tells Christians: “Y ou have been seded with that Holy Spirit of promise. Heisthe
eanest [or down-payment or warranty] of our inheritance...” Eph. 1:13-4.

Here Calvin remarks:**2"The Spirit of God...seds thetruth.... He gives usthe testimony of His
adoption.... When we have receved the Spirit of God, we have God's promises confirmed to
us.... We aenot afraid that He will retrad...the promises of God.... The Spirit, then, isthe
eanest of our inheritance... We ned thiseanest.... Wefight in hope.... We ourselves also,
who have recaved the firstfruits of the Spirit -- long for the same freedom....

“'God,' says Paul, 'quickened us'*-- or by His Spirit gave spiritual life to Christians previously
deal insin. Indedad, through Christ, they ‘by one Spirit have accesto the Father’.... ‘Having
been grounded upon the foundation of the gostles and prophets -- Jesus Christ Himself is the
Chief Corner Stone on Whom the whole building is being constructed. It keepson increasing
toward becoming a holy templeinthe Lord. In Him, you too [all] kegp on being constructed
together -- to be inhabited by God, through the Spirit.’”**

Here, Dr. Calvin states™®that "'God...quickened us... Thereisno other life of the soul, than that
which is breahed into us by Christ.... We ae animated by the same Spirit.... Through Him [the
Lord Jesus Christ], we...have accasin one Spirit unto the Father..., in Whom also you are being
constructed together for an habitation of God in the Spirit!" ... He alds 'in one Spirit' -- by Whose
diredion and gudance we mme to Christ, and by Whom we ay [out]: '‘Abba, Father!™

Dr. Calvin continues:*** " All have but one way to be ruled by the Spirit of God.... All who are
framed together in Christ -- are the temple of God....

“The dhief symmetry consistsin unity of faith. Next follows progressor increase.... For God
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so dwellsin ead of us -- that He wants us all to be embraced in a holy unity.... "You must keg
on being built together!™

Now, explains Dr. John Calvin,***in "the Greek ending" of the word sunoikodoumeisthe in Eph.
2:18, "both the imperative ['Y ou must keep on being built up together!'] and indicaive mood
['You do keep being built up together’] would fit... | prefer the imperative.

“Itis, | think, an exhortation to the Ephesians to keep on growing more and more -- in thefir]
Christian Faith -- after having been once grounded init.... Herepedstheword 'Spirit'...,
to remind them that all human powersare of no avail -- without the operation of the Spirit."

Paul next prays for the Ephesian Christians.  Even while writing to them, he tells them that he
was asking the Father “to keep granting you...to be strengthened with might -- by His Spirit,
inwardly -- so that Christ may ke on dwelling in your heats, by faith!”

The gostle then continues. He commands those who follow(ed) Christ: “May you, having been
rooted and grounded in love, keep on being enabled...to continue being filled with all [of] the
fullness of God...acording to the Power Who keeps on working within usl”  Eph. 3:16-20.

Observes Calvin:*'” "Believers have never advanced so far, asnot to grow gill more. The
highest perfedion of the godly in thislife -- isan eanest desireto progress.... Just asthe
beginning of all good comes from the Spirit of God -- so also theincrease....

“Whatever God can do, He unquestionably will do -- if He has promised it. This He confirms
by...the dficag of the Spirit.... Every benefit which God bestows upon us, is evidenceto us of
His grace..and power, from which we ought to concelve astronger confidence for the future!”

Paul then pleads with Spirit-indwelt Christians. He implores them: 'Do not keep on grieving the
Holy Spirit of God, by Whom you have been seded toward the day of redemption!" Eph. 4:30.

Remarks Calvin:**®“Since the Holy Spirit dwellsin us, to Him every part of our soul and of
our body ought to be consecrated.... The Holy Spirit rgjoices and is glad in us -- when we ae
obedient to Him in all things.... What shocking ungodlinessthere isin piercing the Holy Spirit
with such sorrow -- as to compel Him to withdraw from us!”

Paul further warns Christians: ‘Do not keep on being drunk, with wine!  But do keep on being
filled, with the Spirit!" Eph. 5:18.

Says Calvin:***“The Spirit of God daddensus.... To what does sirit-ua joy lead, when we ae
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filed withit? To 'hymnsand psalms, praises of God, and thanksgivings....

“These aetruly pleasant and delightful fruits [of the Holy Spirit]. "The Spirit' here means --
joy, when we arefilled with...joy in the Haoly Spirit. Inthe words'you must kegp on being
filled!" -- thereis[clealy] analusionto dee drinking...."

* * * * * * *

Let us now take alook at Dr. John Calvin's 1558f Sermons on Ephesians. There, he gives even
more detail ed expositions of all of the &ove 'Holy Spirit Passages in Paul’ s Epistle to Ephesus.

On Eph. 1:13f, Calvin proclaims:*?**"We canot believe the Gospel, except God draw us by His
Holy Spirit.... He gives us evidence...by the gifts of gracebestowed upon us, such as faith which
is the gift of the Holy Spirit.... It was indeed necessary for the Holy Spirit to work beforehand....

“God pu usin possesson of our salvation -- by His Holy Spirit...." However -- "as son aswe
were in the way of salvation, we should at once be turned out of it by our own frailty, lightness
and inconstancy -- if we were not restrained, and if God dd not so work in us that we might, by
His Holy Spirit, overcome dl the assaults of the devil and the world."

"The same Spirit is pleased to abide in us and to give us perseverance... He says here, that they
were 'seded’ by the Holy Spirit.... God's Spirit seds the truth and the cetainty of the promises
of the Gospel inus.... TheHoly Spirit reignsin our hearts....

"He strengthens us with invincible mnstancy, by His Holy Spirit.... Let us gand ready to fight,
till the time of victory isfully come! ... Let usnot ceae dso to say that we thank God.... We
have His Holy Spirit thus dwelling in us -- with a promise that we shall never be destitute of Him
right upto the end.... God's Spirit isour pledge.... God's Spirit kegps on dwelling in us.”

On Eph. 1:19-23, Calvin proclaims:*** "The Holy Spirit meant to draw us.... We shall be named
God's children.... We shall be the temples of HisHoly Spirit. And what athing isthat! What
athing it isthat we may come fredy to Him, and cal upon hm boldly as our Father! What a

thing it isto be enriched again with the giftsthat we were stripped of by the sin of Adam!"

In the last paragraph -- just read once aain the underlined phrases (emphases ours) in the aove
words of Calvin imselfl  Nay more. Read al those words fully thrice

On Eph. 2:1-5, Calvin proclams:*??"Y ou seewhat the spiritual life of man is, and where it lies --
namely in the light of God's Word, and in the working of the Holy Spirit. Thuswe ae fashioned
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anew acording to the image that was lost and uterly defacel in us by Adam's sn.... Had Adam
[only] continued in the integrity in which he had been creaed, God would have kept us as His
children.... Since God has printed His mark upon us, we ought to be governed by His Spirit.

“But our father [viz. Adam] would insist on exalting himself. He haslifted uphis horns against
God.... Hewasgiven upto the devil, and made subjed to him.... That subjedion extended itself
to all menin general.... As 0n aswe have recaved the faith and are enlightened by God's Holy
Spirit if we have ay desire to do well -- we shall endeavour to serve God.... God has reformed
us, in part, by His Holy Spirit."

On Eph. 2:3-6, John Calvin proclaims:*# "Even such as are brought bad again to our Lord Jesus
Christ, 'have walked in the lusts of the flesh'.... Before God had changed them and brought them
to obey Him by His Holy Spirit, they walked in their own wicked lusts.... We aere-form-ed
unto newnessof life by God's Spirit.... We aein deah until in such measure & He pleases we
are made partakers of the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, and He deds to every one of us the Spirit
He hasrecaved...."

He dispenses the Holy Spirit "to ead one of His faithful people (Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:18).... Our
Lord Jesus Christ makes ustaste His Holy Spirit; and -- ac@rding as He strengthens us thereby --
so are we quickened in Him, and with Him."

On Eph. 2:16-19, Calvin proclaims'®* that "we must have God's Spirit to guide and govern us, so
that we may thoroughly embraceour Lord Jesus Christ.... We shall have no accessto Him, but all
our endeavour will rather be aretrea than an advance -- unlessHis Spirit guides us. So much the
more, then, isit necessary for us to pray God to touch us by His Holy Spirit -- so that He may
give us accessto Him.... We must allow ourselves to be governed by God's Spirit."

On Eph. 2:19-22, Calvin proclaims'® that “the Holy Spirit...sets out for us a mirror in which to
contemplate the infinite goodnessof our God -- in pulling us bad from the dungeon of deah to
make us His children and heirs of the heavenly life.... "We ae built to be the temple of God'....

“Every faithful man isthe temple of God -- because He dwells in us by the Holy Spirit.... Every
faithful man alone is the temple of God -- because he ought to be given [over] to all holiness by
the working of the Holy Spirit and (as | said before) God takes up Hisabode in us.... So shall we
yield Him obedience.... It has pleased Him to use such instruments of His Holy Spirit....”

Dr. John Calvin continues most urgingly: "It behooves us all to be built [up], and to grow into a
spiritual building -- even to God, and in the Spirit'.... When he says that we must be 'built’ [up] -
- it isto stir usup so much the better to grow daily, more and more, in faith. He makes good
use dso of theword 'grow'.... He means...we must not think ourselvesto be & perfed aswe
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should be...

“We must have His Word -- [s0] that we may be built upon it, and grow upon it more and more...
God approves of us.... We ae wholly given to Him.... He has place &d room in us, and dwells
inusasin Histemple... We must grow 'unto the Lord, and in the Spirit'... We must, therefore,

grow in the Spirit!”

On Eph. 3:13-16, Calvin proclaims:*? "We have our eas dinned with God's Word -- to show us
our duty.... Yet therewill aways be some doth..., until God touches us with His Holy Spirit....”

Theredter, “God so displays the power of His Holy Spirit, that the preading of the Gospel and
the seaet and inward working of the Holy Spirit are things  joined together that they cannot be
separated.” For thisreason, we should exped the Spirit to work in us whenever the Word is
preaded to us.

“Let usleanfirst of al to humble ourselves!... 1t must come from above and from His Holy
Spirit -- as St. Paul has expressed here, 'so that you may be strengthened (he says) by the
power of HisHoly Spirit'....

“Again, let us understand that God is bound to show the riches of His glory — when[ever] He
increasesthus HisHoly Spirit in us, step by step!  “Just asHe has $ed the gifts of His
Heavenly Spirit upon us -- so He is moved to increase the measure of them.... We have
strong desires for God to strengthen and increase us-- at all times, in thisworld.”

On Eph. 3:14-19, Calvin proclaims'?” "that we should pray to God to re-new us and to strengthen
us by His Holy Spirit, and to increase His giftsin us, more and more.... Jesus Christ dwellsin
us, by faith.... He should [kegy on] dwell[ing] in us, by the power of His Holy Spirit....

“W e have no aoquaintance d all with Him [viz. God], until Jesus Christ dwellsin our heats.
And that is the very way to be fill ed with His benefits -- and to have His Holy Spirit dwelling and
reigning inus.... For unlesswe fear God and ‘walk' in obedienceto Him..., it isa sign that we
live amording to the flesh, as St. Paul saysto the Galatians [Gal. 5:16]. Therefore we must
show by our outward fruitsthat we aretruly joined to Jesus Christ -- and that He has
made us partakers of HisHoly Spirit [Rom. 8:5].”

On Eph. 4:29-30, Dr. Calvin proclaims™® that “ God's Spirit has chosen us for His dwelling place
[I Cor. 3:17].... Itis sidin another placethat not only our souls, but aso our bodies -- are the
temples of the Holy Spirit [I Cor. 6:19].... Hedelightsto bein us; and to remain there; and to
make it [= us] His permanent abode [II Cor. 6:16]....
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“When we go after allurements that lead us astray..., it isjust asif, on purpose, we endeavoured
to chase avay and to banish the Spirit...from us and say we will have no more aguaintancewith
Him.... Itisjust asif we grieved the Holy Spirit.... If we persist in evil -- it isjust as if we took
pleasure in withstanding and chasing away the Spirit of God. The prophet Isaiah says that we
provoke God's Spirit to grief -- when we refuse the good doctrine He sets before us [I sa.

63:10]."

"But St. Paul goes even further here," continues Calvin. "God has vouchsafed to en-grave the
belief of His Gospel in my heat.... And how does He do that? By vouchsafing to choose to
take up His abode in me, and to dwell in me by HisHoly Spirit. Now then, if | effacethis grace
-- itisasmuch asif | meant to estrange myself from God wilfully.... God's sding and marking
of usin that manner by His Holy Spirit, is 'against the day of our redemption'....

"God's Spirit (St. Paul says) is not given on condition of being withdrawn from us again, when we
have oncefelt His power.... Inorder that His sd and imprint should remain with us even unto
the day of our redemption, God has given us His Holy Spirit to guide and govern usin both life
and deah -- with the intention that we should never be deprived and destitute of Him."

On Eph. 5:18-21, Calvin proclaims'® that, far from getting and staying drunk with wine -- “we
must rather be 'filled with the Spirit!"....  St. Paul saysthat we must befilled with the Holy
Spirit!... Therefore, let usfill ourselves fearlesdy with the giftsof God's Spirit!... We
must drink our fill of the Spirit of God!

“For we find that the prophet I saiah says that God's Spirit is comparable to water and milk and
wine -- and that we ae invited to come to God; to take our repast; and [then] to have whatever is
profitable for us[Isa. 55:1].... By this, therefore, God shows us that we shall have @undance of
all spiritual benefits and sufficient to content us -- if so be that we only open our mouths (as it is
said in the Psalm [81:1Q]).”

In Eph. 5:25-26, Paul says Christian men must kegp on loving their wives like Christ kegps on
sanctifying and cleansing His Church.  For, as Mal. 2:15and | Cor. 7:14 state, the Lord would
(through the comprehensive work of the Holy Spirit) have aman sanctify His one and only wife
and generate godly descendants from her -- rather than do so less stisfadorily, from two or
more wives.

Here, Dr. John Calvin comments'*° that by ‘sanctify’ God here means “separate it to Himself....
Thisis acaomplished by...the Spirit.... God so ads by the sign[g], that its whole dficag/ depends
upon His Spirit.... The Spirit is bestowed only on the ded -- and the sign...has no efficacy
without the Spirit.”
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In Eph. 6:1-6, Paul says that (Spirit-filled) Christian children will kegp on obeying their parents;
that their (Spirit-fill ed) fathers will keegp on rurturing their children; that (Spirit-fill ed) servants or
employees will kegp on serving their masters; and that (Spirit-fill ed) masters or employers will
keep on being fair to their servants or employees.  Thus -- the ongoing infilli ng of the Holy Spirit
has many implicaions both for the educaion of one’s children and also in the ‘em-nomic’ running
of one’'s household and one's business

Indedd, it seamsto be one long thought, from Eph. 5:18 through until 6:6f. The teading there,
is— don't kegp on being drunk with wine, but do kegp on being filled with the Spirit!

How then will this surely be manifested in Christians? It will be shown: (1), by their keguing on
singing the psalms of Scripture; (2), by their constantly keeping on giving of thanks; (3), by their
kegping on submitting to one another; (4), by wives keeping on obeying their own husbands; and
(5), by husbands keeping on loving their wives.

Thus (6), as the overflowingly Spirit-fill ed Jesus Christ still kegps on sanctifying His Church --
(7), Christian children will kegp on obeying their parents; (8), Christian parents will keep on
nurturing their children; (9), Christian employees will kegp on serving their employers; and (10),
Christian employers will kego on being fair to their employees.  For such are the outworkings of
human lives that kegp on being filled with the Holy Spirit -- more and more, and increasingly.

In Eph. 6:10-12, Paul urges Christians to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might”
— namely by keeping on being fill ed with the Holy Spirit. “For we wrestle...against spiritual
wickedness”

There, Calvin proclaims'® that "we ae not logs of wood.... Indeed, wedo good. But we must
understand...this working comes from elsewhere...only as...led by the Spirit of God... The Holy
Scripture says that God re-news us and that, being re-generat-ed by His Holy Spirit, we begin to
have agood heat and to be inclined to good -- not in order that we should be slothful and idle,
but in order that God should be glorified.... Our Lord asgsts us by His Holy Spirit."

Finally, thereis Ephesians 6:18-19. Here, Paul urges Christians to “keegp on praying always with
all prayer and supgication in the Spirit..., so that utterance may be given unto me -- so that | may
open my mouth boldly, in order to make known the seaet of the Gospel.”

Here, Calvin proclaims'* that "it is necessary for the Holy Spirit to work inus.... The Spirit of
God moves us to unutterable groanings which cannot be expressed -- without which we could not
so much as utter thisword ' Father' [Rom. 8:26]....

“When the Spirit cries[out with]in us-- we can open our mouthsto cdl fredy upon God [Gal.
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4:6].... We shall never be disposed eanestly to pray to God, unlessHe governs us by His Holy
Spirit.... Let usbe so gtirred, that the Spirit may be our Master and Teader -- and indite in us
what we have to utter, in cdling upon our God.... Let our prayers proceed from the bottom of
our heat! ... When we should pray to God..., we should be ravished in love” toward Him!

* * * * * * *

The later Calvin-istic Standards -- all uphold Calvin's own position on Adam's original holi-ness
wholenessand wholesomeness They uphold also the need for all Christians to keep on being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit -- in every asped of human behaviour.

Thus, Calvin's own Gallic Confession of the French Reformed Church says'® "that man was
creaed pue, and.. fell from the gracewhich hereceved.... We ae enlightened in faith by the
seaet power of the Holy Spirit.... Wereceve, by faith, graceto live holily..., in accepting the
promise...that God will give us His Holy Spirit.... The good works which we do, proceel from
His Spirit...."

The Heidelberg Catechism of the German Reformed Churches insists that "God created man
good and after His own image...in righteousnessand true holiness” Consequently, after the fall,
man must "again [!] be recaved into favour”-- thus $owing that re-credion is re-creation; and
that redemption steps into the shoes of, and consummates, man’s original and most holy tasks.

Christ, having re-deem-ed us, continues the Heidelberger, renovates or "re-news us aso by His
Holy Spirit, after Hisownimage.... Since our body and soul are both temples of the Holy Spirit,
it isHiswill that we keep both pure and holy...."

We must therefore "continually strive and beg from God the graceof the Holy Spirit -- so asto
become more and more changed into the image of God.... God will [continually] give His grace
and Holy Spirit -- only to such as eanestly and without ceaing beg them from Him, and render
thanks to Him for them....

“Govern us by Y our Word and Spirit! ... Be pleased to preserve and strengthen us by the power
of Your Holy Spirit — so that we may...not sink, in in this siritua war!"***

The Belgic Confession of the Dutch Reformed Church first in the Netherlands and later also in
many other countries, states:'* "May the grace..and the cmmunion of the Holy Spirit keep on
being with you! ... TheHoly Spirit isour Sanctifier, by Hisdwelling in our hearts.... The
Holy Spirit from eternity proceeds [viz. ever kegps on procealing] from the Father and Son....

“God creaed man...and formed him after His Own image and likeness good, righteous, and holy;
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cgoable in all thingsto will agreedly to the will of God”; with “al his excellent gifts which he
had receved from God.... The Holy Spirit kindlesin our hearts an upright faith....

“True faith -- being wrought in man by the heaing of the Word of God and the operation of the
Holy Spirit -- doth regenerate and make him a new man, causing him to live anew life, and
freang him from the bondage of sin.  Thereforeit is © far from being true that this justifying
faith makes men remissin a pious and holy life -- that, on the contrary, without it they would
never do anything out of loveto God.... Thereforeit isimpossiblethat thisholy faith can
be unfruitful in man.... We ae beholden to God for the good workswe do.... ‘Sinceit isHe
Who works in us both to will and to do of Hisgood peasure’.... God kegps on working in us by
the power of the Holy Spirit” -- and “by the power of the Holy Spirit, internally sprinkle[s and
irrigates and refreshes] the soul.”

The First Scottish Confession of the Reformed Church in a then Presbyterian Scotland insists™®
that when God creaed "our first father Adam," He gave him "wisdom, lordship, justice, freewiill,
and clea knowledge of Himself -- so that, in the whole nature of man, there culd be noted no
imperfedion. From which honour..., man and woman did both fall...

“Our faith and the assurance of the same proceeds...from no natural powers within us, but is
thein-gpira-tion [or ‘in-breath-ing’ into God's eled] of the Holy Ghost... The Spirit of the
Lord Jesus [Christ]...takes possesson..., dwelling in our heats..., withessng to our spirit that we
are the sons of God.”

The gred and godly Calvinistic Archbishop James Usdher’s Irish Articles, dias the immediate
predecesor of the Westminster Confession, state™®” there “is but one living and true God.... In
unity of this Godhead there be threePersons of one and the same substance, power, and eternity:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.... The Holy Ghost, proceeading from the Father and the
Son, is of one substance...with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God....

“W orks done [by human beings] befor e the graceof Christ and the inspiration of His Spirit, are
not pleasing unto God.... A true, lively, justifying faith and the sanctifying Spirit of God is not
extinguished nor vanished away in the regenerate, either finaly or totally. All that are justified,
are likewise sanctified, their faith being always accompanied with true repentance and good
works.

“Repentanceisagift of God....with a constant resolution for the time to come to clease unto
God and to lead anew life. Good works...are the fruits of faith and follow after justification....
Y et are they pleasing to God, and accepted of Him in Christ -- and do spring from atrue and
lively faith.... The workswhich God would have His people to walk in, are such as He hath
commanded in His Holy Scripture -- and not such works as men have devised out of their own
brain, of ablind zed and devotion, without the warrant of the Word of God.... Works besides,
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over and above God's Commandments — which they cdls ‘works of supererogation’ — cannot be
taught without arrogancy and impiety.... No Christian man whatsoever -- isfreed from the
obedience of the Commandmentswhich are cdled ‘Moral’” (alias the Ten Commandments)!

The Westminster Standards of the Reformed Churches of Grea Britain and Ireland -- and also of
other parts of the English-speeking world such as the British Commonwedth and the United
States of America-- refled the same Calvin-istic teaching on the Holy Ghost. Becauseits
own Westminster Confession is (under the supremacy of Scripture) the secondary or Subordinate
Standard of our own denomination -- we shall here look at inin some detail.

The Westminster Confession of Faith**® clealy impliesthat God' s Holy Spirit has now finished
manifesting His revelation to man before the end of history, and has now committed it "wholly
unto writing -- which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary (Il Tim. 3:15f & 1l Pet.
1:19f)." It says"dl the Books of the Old and New Testaments...are given by in-Spir-ation."
That means they have, via the human Bible writers, been in-breathe-d' by God’s Spir-it from
without -- predsely in order, theredter, to be exadly “the rule of faith and life (11 Tim. 3:16)."

It adds,™*° however, that mankind's "full persuasion and assurance of the infalli ble truth and dvine
authority thereof, isfrom the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witnessby and with
the Word in our hearts. ' You have an unction from the Holy One.... The anointing which you
have recaved from Him, abidesinyou' (I John2:20,27).... ' When He, the Spirit of truth, has
come -- He will guide you.... Whatsoever He shall hea, that He shall spe.... He shall recave
from what is Mine, and shall shew it to you' (John16:13-4).... ' God hasreveded [things] to us
through His Spirit.  For the Spirit seaches out all things.... No man knows the things of God,
except [only by] the Spirit of God' (I Cor. 2:10)."

Y et, continues the Confession,**°"nothing at any timeisto be alded" to Scripture -- "whether by
new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. ' The Holy Scriptures...are dle to make you
wise unto salvation.... All Scriptureis["God-breahed" or] given by in-Spir-ation of God..., [s0]
that the man of God may becmme perfed, thoroughly furnished toward al good works (Il Tim.
3:15-16).

“* You [must certainly] not be shaken in mind...by spirit nor by word...even fromus!" (Il Thess
2:2).... Yet we a&nowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for
the saving under standing of such things as are reveded in the Word" dlias the Holy Bible.

In itsfootnotes, the Confession here offers the following Scripture proofs: "' The things which
God has prepared for them that love Him..., God has reveded...to us by His Spirit.... The Spirit
seaches [out] all things.... No man knows the things of God, but [by] the Spirit of God.... We
have recaved...the Spirit Who is from God, [so] that we might know the things that have been
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fredy given to us[charisthenta] by God' (I Cor. 2:9-12)."

Accordingly, it then states*** that "the supreme Judge by which all controversies of religion are to
be determined..., can be no ather but the Holy Spirit spe&king in the Scripture (Eph. 2:20f).
'Well did the Holy Ghost spe&, by Isaiah the prophet, to our fathers (Acts 28:25)!" Emphases
ours-- F.N. Lee

The Confession next'*? goes on to state that, "in the unity of the Godhead, there be threepersons
of one substance, power and eternity -- God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.
There aethree..: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three ae one' (1 John
5:7).

“'He [Jesus] saw the Spirit of God descending like adove and alighting upon Him' (Matt. 3:16).
Tead all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost' (Matt. 28:19)! "The communion of the Holy Ghost be with you al!’ (Il Cor. 13:14)....

“The Holy Ghost [was and is] eternally procealing from the Father and the Son. ‘The Spirit of
truth...keeps on procealing from the Father’ (John15:26). '‘God has @nt forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying [out] "Abbe, Father!"' (Gal. 4:6)."

On God's eternal deaeg the Confession states'** that the ded "are dfedually cadled unto faithin
Christ by His Spirit working in due season.” Thusthey “are justified, adopted, sanctified -- and
kept by His power through faith unto salvation.”

On the fundamental doctrine of creaion, the Confession says' that "it pleased God the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost...to creae or make [out] of nothing the world and all things therein. "The
eath was without form and void...: but the Spirit of God moved upon the faceof the waters
(Gen. 1:2). 'By His Spirit, He has garnished the heavens (Job 16:13).” Dedared Job: “The
Spirit of God has made me (Job 33:4).” For God "creaded man male and female" -- and then
"endued [them] with knowledge, righteousness and true holinessafter His own image; having the
Law of God written in their heartsand power to fulfil it."**°

The Westminster Confession further says'*® that the infalli ble man Christ Jesus was "conceived by
the power of the Holy Ghost. "The Holy Spirit shall come upon you [Mary], and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow you; therefore, also that Holy One Who shall be born from you,
shall be cdled the Son of God' (Luke 1:27-35cf. Gal. 4:4)."

Thus, Jesus was "anointed with the Holy Spirit above measure. 'Y our God has anointed Y ou
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with the oil of gladnessabove Y our fellows (Ps. 45:7). 'For God does not by measure give the
Spirit to Him (John 3:34)."

Again,**" the Saviour was "through the gernal Spirit once offered up unto God (Heb. 9:14)."
Christ died for His eled; and kegos on "effedually persuading them by His Spirit to believe and
obey..., [by] governing their heats by His Word....

""The Father...shall give you another Comforter, so that He may stay with you for ever' (John
14:16). 'We, having the same Spirit of faith..., also believe (Il Cor. 4:13). 'But you...arein the
Spirit.... The Spirit of God dwellsinyou.... |If any man does not have the Spirit of Christ, heis
not [one] of His (Rom. 8:9,14). 'By the power of the Spirit of God..., | [says Paul] have fully
preated the Gospel' (Rom. 15:19)."

On the subjea of freewill, the Westminster Confession states'*® that “man, by his fall into a state
of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will -- [un]to any spirit-ual good accmmpanying salvation....
Deal in sin, [he] is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself -- nor to prepare himself
thereunto. "The natural [or unregenerate] man does not receve the things of the Spirit of God'
(I Cor. 2:14).

“'But after...the love of God our Saviour toward man appeaed..., He saved us by the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit' (Tit. 3:4-5).... God convertsasinrer...; yet so as
that, by reason of his remaining corruption, he...doth also that whichisevil. 'For the flesh lusts
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh' (Gal. 5:7).”

God, then, continues the Westminster Confession,'*®is pleased “effecually to cdl [His eled] by
His Word and Spirit.... 'Brethren beloved by the Lord..., God has from the beginning chosen you
to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit' (Il Th. 2:13-4).

“'Y ou are being shown.. to be the epistle of Christ..., written not with ink but with the Spirit of
the living God...Who has also made us capable alministrators of the New Testament...of the
Spirit.... The Spirit kegps on giving life' (11 Cor. 3:3,6).”

In all matters of salvation, continues the Westminster Confession of Faith,**° man "is altogether
passve therein, until...quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit.... "The natural [meaning the
unregenerate] man does not receve the things of the Spirit of God...; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned’ (Il Cor. 2:14)."

The Confession continues™* that even "eled infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved
by Christ through the Spirit -- Who worketh when and where and how He pleaseth.... 'Repent and
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be baptized..., and you shall recave the gift of the Holy Spirit!  For the promise isto you and to
your children' (Acts 2:38-39).

"'Except aman be born...from the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God' (John 3:8).
'But you are...in the Spirit -- if it is © that the Spirit of God dwellsin you.... If anybody does not
have the Spirit of Christ -- heis not one of His (Rom. 8:9)."

Indeed, continues Westminster,**"others not elected, although they...may have some common
operations of the Spirit..., never truly come unto Christ; and therefore caanot be saved.... 'ltis
impossble for those who...have tasted of [but not swallowed!] the Holy Ghost™ [and] who have
[then] fallen away [totally] -- to be renewed (Heb. 6:4f)."

Y et even "the ded," continues the Confession,*** "are not justified until the Holy Spirit doth in
due time adually apply Christ unto them (Tit. 3:5)." Thus(12:1), they "recave the Spirit of
adoption...[and] are enabled to cry [out] 'Abba, Father!" (Gal. 4:6)."

Too, dedares Westminster,™* those "re-generat-ed" are "farther sanctified, redly and personally,
through the virtue of Christ's deah and resurredion -- by His Word and Spirit dwelling in them.
'We ae bound to give thanks to God for you always, brethren beloved by the Lord, becaise God
has from the beginning chosen you to salvation -- through sanctification of the Spirit' (Il Thess
2:13).... They [are] more and more quickened and strengthened in all saving graces -- to the
pradice of true holi-ness without which no man shall seethe Lord (Heb. 12:14)."

Indeed, quoting Scripture, the Confession then expresses'>® the burning desire: ""May He keep on
giving you -- ac®rding to the riches of His glory -- power to keep on being strengthened by His
Spirit inwardly...so that you might keep being filled with all the fullnessof God' (Eph. 3:16-19)!
'Let us keep on cleansing ourselves from all filthinessof the flesh and spirit, perfeding holinessin
the fea of God' (Il Cor. 7:1)!"....

“This sanctificaion is throughout -- in the whole man.”  Indeed, “through the continual supply
of...strength from the sanctifying [Holy] Spirit of Christ..., the saints grow in grace perfeding
holinessin the fea of God. 'We dl -- beholding the glory of the Lord asin amirror -- keep on
being changed..., from glory, to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord' (Il Cor. 3:18)."

The Confession continues:*** "The graceof faith, whereby the ded are enabled to believe to the
saving of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their heats, and is ordinarily wrought
by the ministry of the Word -- by which also, and by the alministration of the saaaments and
prayer, it isincreased and strengthened[!].... 'We have the same Spirit of faith' (11 Cor. 4:13).
'May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ...kegp on giving to you the Spirit of wisdom' (Eph. 1:17)...
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This faith...gets the victory, growing up..to the atainment of a full assurancethrough Christ.”

The Confession goes on**® to attribute espedally the goad works of believersto the Holy Ghost
Who indwellsthem. "Good works -- donein obedienceto God's Commandments -- are the
fruits and evidences of atrue and lively faith...

“Their ability to do good worksis not at all of themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ. 'l
will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes (Ezek. 36:26-7 cf. John 15:4-
6)....

“That they may be enabled thereunto, besides the graces they have dready recaved -- thereis
required an adual in-flu-ence[or 'flowing in] of the same Holy Spirit, to work in them to will
and to do of Hisgood pleasure. Yet are they not hereupon to grow negligent -- asif they were
not bound to perform any duty, unlessupon a speda motion of the Spirit."

To the mntrary, continues Westminster,*° believers "ought to be diligent in stirr ing up the grace
of God that isinthem (Il Tim. 1:6). 'But you, beloved, building upyourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, are to kegp yourselves in the love of God' (Jude 20-21).... Our
best works...,asthey are godd..., procead from His Spirit. "Thefruit of the Spirit islove,
joy, peace' [etc.] (Gal. 5:22-23)."

True believers can indeed baddlide; but they can rever belost. The Confession states'®’ that
"they whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, [and] effecually cdled and sanctified by His
Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace... This perseverance of the
saints depends...upon the...abiding of the Spirit and of the seed of God within them.

“'The Father...shall give you...the Spirit of truth...; He kegps on dwelling with you, and shall be
withinyou' (John14:16-7). 'The anointing which you receved from Him, abides in you' (I John
2:27)." However, if they keg on badsliding, even true believers "may...incur God's displeasure
and grieve His Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30) [and aso] come to be deprived of some measure of their
graces and comforts (Ps. 51:8-12)."

Christians can be, and indead should be, quite assured of their salvation. "This certainty,” says
the Westminster Confession**® -- is "an infalli ble assurance of faith..., the testimony of the Spirit of
adoption witnessng with our spirits that we ae the dildren of God. 'Y ou have receved the
Spirit of adoption.... The Spirit Himself kegos on beaing witnesswith our spirit that we ae
children of God' (Rom. 8:15-16)."

Now, indeed, this " Spirit is the eanest of our inheritance -- whereby we ae seded unto the day of
redemption. 'Y ou have been seded with the Holy Spirit of promise, Who isthe eainest [or
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"down-payment” or warranty] of our inheritance (Eph. 1:13-14). 'Don’'t keg grieving the Holy
Spirit of God, by Whom you were seded' (Eph. 4:30). 'He Who...has anointed us, is God -- Who
has also seded us and gven the eanest of the Spirit in our heats (Il Cor. 1:21-2)."

So, continues Westminster,**° though "a true believer may wait long..., yet, being enabled by the
Spirit to know the things which are fredy given hm of God..., may...attain thereunto. "We have
recaved...the Spirit Who is from God, so that we might know the things that are fredy given to

us by God' (I Cor. 2:12). 'We know that we dwell in Him, and He in us -- because He has given
us of His Spirit' (I John4:12)....

“It isthe duty of every one -- to give dl diligenceto make his cdling and eledion sure [s0] that
thereby his heat may be enlarged in peace ad joy in the Holy Ghost, in love and thankfulnessto
God, and in strength and cheefulnessin the duties of obedience 'The love of God has been shed
abroad in our heats by the Holy Spirit Who was given to us (Rom. 5:1-5). 'The Kingdom of
God is..joyin theHoly Spirit' (Rom. 14:17). 'May the God of hope keep on filli ng you with all
joy and peacein believing, so that you may keep on abounding in hope through the power of
the Holy Spirit!" (Rom. 15:13)."

The Confession goes on:**° " True believers may have the aaurance...shaken, diminished, and
intermitted; as...by falling into some speaa sin which woundeth the conscience and grieveth the
Spirit. 'Restore to me the joy of Y our salvation; and ughold me with Y our free Spirit!" (Psalm
51:12). 'Do not kegp grieving the Holy Spirit of God!" (Eph. 4:30)!" Yet -- even badkslidden
believers "are they never utterly destitute of that seed of God and life of faith." And it isfrom
this abiding sead of faith that -- "by the operation of the Spirit -- this assurance may in due time be
revived."

It seams from the next sediion of the Confession'®* that before the fall -- God the Father through
His Word the Son, wrote HisLaw on Adam's heart, and filled it with HisHoly Spirit.
Indeed, even after thefall, the Lord still does the same whenever He regenerates and sanctifies
falen sinners.

For the Lord "God gave to Adam a Law...and en-du-ed him with power and abili ty to keep it
(Gen. 1:26-27)." And "the Spirit of Christ [kegps on] subduing and enabling the will of man --
to do that, fredy and cheafully, which the will of God reveded in the Law requireth to be done.
I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes -- and you shall keep My
judgments and do them' (Ezek. 36:27)."

Indeed, continues Westminster, % "under the New Testament, the liberty of Christians is further
enlarged...in greaer boldnessof accessto the throne of grace ad in fuller communications of
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thefreeSpirit of God than believersunder the Law did ordinarily partakeof. [Said Jesus]
'He who believesin Me, as the Scripture has sid, "rivers of living water shall keep on flowing
from within him!"  But He said this-- about_the Spirit Whom those that believed in Him
would receve' (John7:38-9). 'Now the Lord isthat Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
thereisliberty. But aswe dl openly kegp on looking at the glory of the Lord -- asin amirror --
we keep on being changed..., from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord' (Il Cor. 3:17-8)."

The Confession then states'®® that “religious worship is to be given to God -- the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost -- and to Him alone. 'May the graceof the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit -- be with you all' (Il Cor. 13:14)!" Such worship isto
include prayer to God the Father -- which "prayer...isto be made in the Name of the Son, by the
help of the Spirit.

“'The Spirit too helps our infirmities. For we do not know what we should pray for -- aswe
should. Yet the Spirit Himself kegos on interceding for us -- with unutterable sighings (Rom.
8:26)."

Thus, He prays through us: "according to Hiswill (I John 5:14); with understanding (Ps. 47:7 &
Ecd. 5:1-2); with...love and perseverance 'Praying always, with all prayer and suppicétion, in
the Spirit..." (Eph. 6:18)."

It should not be thought that such prayer, espedally when public, may ever be ecstatic! To the
contrary, it must particularly then fully be rational! For, as Westminster then goes on to say,*®? if

this Holy Spirit prayer of the saintsis "vocd" -- viz. uttered aloud -- it isto be expressd only "in
a known tongue (I Cor. 14:14)."

Indeed,*®?"God is to be worshipped everywhere -- in spirit and in truth! "True worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. For the Father kegps on looking for such so that they
can worship Him [thus]. God is Spirit; and those who worship Him -- must worship Him in
spirit and in truth!" (John 4:23-4)."

Concerning the Church, the Confession states'®* that "Christ hath given the ministry, orades, and
ordinances of God for the gathering and perfeding of the saintsin thislife.” Thus He “doth, by
His own presence and Spirit acording to His promise, make them effedual thereunto.

“'Y ou must therefore go, teading all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). 'My [Holy] Spirit Who is upon you, and My
words which | have put into your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth nor out of the mouth
of your children nor out of the mouth of your children's children -- saysthe Lord -- from now
on, and for ever' (Isa. 59:.21!"
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The '‘communion of the Spirit' is even more obviously dependent upon His indwelling in every
believer. Here, Westminster insists™®® that "all saints that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by
His Spirit and by faith, have fellowship with Him.

“'May He grant you, acording to the riches of His glory -- to be strengthened with might, by His
Spirit, in the inner man!' (Ephesians 3:16). 'The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
-- to profit with al (I Cor. 12:7)."

Even "the dficag of asaaament," continues the Confession,**® does not "depend upon the piety
or intention of him that doth administer it -- but upon the work of the Spirit."  For Jesus Christ

"'baptizd g ... with the Holy Spirit...." (Matt. 3:11).... 'By one Spirit, we have dl been beptized.....
We have d been drenched with one Spirit' (I Cor. 12:13)."

Furthermore, continues Westminster,'®” believers are "to be baptized in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost (Matt. 3:11 & John 1:33 & Matt. 28:19).... By theright
use of this ordinance, the gracepromised is not only offered but redly exhibited and conferred by
the Holy Ghost -- to such (whether of age or infants) at that gracebelongeth unto, acerding to
the wunsel of God's own will i n His appointed time.

“'Not by works of righteousnesswhich we have done, but...by the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Ghost' (Tit. 3:5). 'Be baptized..., and you shall recave the gift of the Holy
Spirit' (Acts 2:39)!"

Similarly, the Confession states™® that "the Lord's Supper" -- is for the "spirit-ual nourishment"
of Christ's people" as "a spirit-ual oblation” (I Cor. 1213). Thisis quite the opposite of "the
Popish saaifice of the mass" which "is most abominably injurious’ -- and which is aso a canal
"cause of manifold superstitions; yea of grossidolatries." For "worthy recavers..., inwardly, by
faith, redly and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally, but spirit-ually, recave and feed upon
Christ crucified and all benefits of Hisdeah." In thisway, "the body and blood of Christ.. [ig]
then not corporally or carnally in, with, or under the bread and wine." Nevertheless it is"redly,
but spirit-ually, present to the faith of believers.”

Also the Westminster Larger Catechism says:*®° “it is proper” for “the Holy Ghost to proceed
from the Father and the Son from all eternity (John15:26 & Gal. 4:6).” Also regarding our first
parents before they first fell -- those threeDivine Persons of the Trinity then "endued them with
living, reasonable, and immortal souls...; with dominion over the aedures, yet subjed to fall."

Too, also the Westminster Shorter Catechism dedares'° that -- after the fall -- the Holy Spirit’s
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"sanctificaion isthe work of God's freegrace whereby we ae re-new-ed in the whole man after
the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto righteousness
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh but after the Spirit' (Rom. 8:1)."

Faithful to Scripture and thus to Calvin, aso the famous Calvinistic Westminster Confession of
Faith concludes:*™ "The benefits which in this life do acampany or flow from justification,
adoption and sanctification -- are assurance of God's love, peaceof conscience, joy in the Holy
Ghost, increase of grace and perseverancetherein to the end. 'For the Kingdom of God is not
med and drink; but righteousness and peacefRom. 14:17] -- and joy in the Holy Spirit."

* * * * * * *

SUMMARY

To Calvin, the Holy Spirit is very God of very God. All Divine adion is His work, for the Spirit
isasit werethe very Hand of God. The Spirit has a separate subsistence from the Father and
from the Son, yet is one and the same God.

The essence of the Spirit is unbegotten, for He fathoms and penetrates even the very depths of
God Himself. Indeed, not just the Father and the Son but the SpiritAatoikeos. For He
Himself is theessential energy or power of God.

To Dr. John Calvin the Holy Spirit expanded the shapeless universe at its very beginning -- so as
to prevent its being annihilated instantly. The power of the Spirit was necessary to sustain it,
and to give it stability.

God fills, moves, and invigorates all things by the virtue of the Spirit -- according to the
peculiar nature which each class of beings has received by the Law of CreationtheTHaly

Spirit’'s power is spread abroad throughout all parts of the universe. For all things stand -- only
so long as God's Spirit animates them.

Unfallen man was the very image of the Triune God, and hence was filled with and indeed full
of the Holy Spirit- held Calvin. Fospiritual regeneratiorafterthe fall, is largely nothing else
than therestoration of that same image.

It was God’s Spirit, breathed into Adam, Who enabled him to move and also to be fruitful and to
multiply and to subjugate the earth and the sea and the sky. In so doing, man was to glorify the
Triune God- alone. For God dwelt in him" -- as God’s Spiritived alsowithin unfallen man.

Calvin saw this, especially from viewing the work of Sgrit-anointed andSpirit-filled Jesus
as theSecond Adam. He saw it toe from thecomprehensive nature of the Full Gospel, the
purpose of which is toestor e the divinegiftsin man as the image of Goe'by the Spirit of
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theLord.’

Now the rule of a godly life is to live not by our own spirit but by the Spirit of Christ in holiness,
righteousness, and knowledge as regalid$ings - so thatHis glory may shine forthn us.

This is already now partly seen in the elect, insofar as they are regenerated by the Spirit. Thus
God, by the mighty power of His Spirit, renders us conformable to Himself.

Fallen man is now destitute of the Spirit of God, says Calvin. But the eldetldrgthe

Spirit. For God creates him a-new, by His Spirit. Since the fall, even the elect do not always
follow the continual direction of the Spirit. Yet the motion of the Holy Spirit within them is so
efficacious, that it always begets faith and then also keeps on strengthening it. Thus Dr. Calvin
held that the image of God in man was that which can have its seat only in the Spirit; and also
thateverything which hed fallen in Adam, is renewed in Christ.

Christ the Second and Last Adam, said Calvin, did the work Adam should have done. This is
also one of the reasons why to Christ alone the Spirit was given without measure -- so that we
too may draw out from His fullness. Those more plentifully endued with grace, are said to be
'full of the Holy Spirit' (as was Jesus Himself ‘without measure’). Yet, on coming of age, also
the gifts and graces of the Spirit grew within Him. Thus Christ received, in His human nature,
according to His age and capacity, an increase of the free gifts of the Spirit. He was invigorated
in Spirit, and was full of wisdom.

Whatever wisdom exists among men and receives daily accessions, flows from the Spirit of God.
Jesus is called the Lord's Christ -- because He was anointed (Gt itiens alias the 'Anointed

One'] by the Father. Though the grace of the Spirit was even from His very conception
bestowed on Christ in a very extraordinary manner -- when the full time came for preparing to
discharge the office of Redeemer, He was clothed with a new power of the Spirit. Then Jesus
returned by the power of the Spirit into Galilee. And there He importantly proclaimed: "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me -- because He hath anointed Me...to preach the Gospel."

Yet there is not only a similarity but also a contrast between Christ and Adam. Moses states
that Adam waglivena living soul; but Christ, on the other hand, was endowed with gilifieg
Spirit.... Christ was also a living soul, like ourselves. But over and above His soul, the Spirit of
the Lord wagoured outupon Him -- [s0] that, by the power of the Spirit, He migée from

the dead, and raise up others The life-giving Spirit of Christ [as our Second Adam] is poured
out upon us through the gracerefieneration., [and] has brought us the Spirit Who is Life."

Thus Dr. John Calvin.

Christ brought us the life-giving Spirit from heaven. Consequently, also our own flesh will
share in the glory of God after it has been renewed and restored to life by the Spirit of Christ.

Even before the fall and in his own right, also the fallible first Adam -- a good type of Christ the
Second Adam- was at his very generation (losably) filled with a measure of that very same
Holy Spirit. Yet it was even then an increasable measure, which should constantly have been
increased. That would indeed have kept on occurring, if only he had never fallen.
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In Adam, in Christ, and in Christians -- to be filled with the Spirit cannot but result in obedience
to God's Spirit-given Law. It must lead to the very joyous execution of the Spirit-given Great
Commission of the Cultural mandate alias the Dominion Charter. Indeed, it will also produce
obedient service to God here and neexactly in the everyday jobs of this present earthly life.

At the fall, says Calvin, man lost God's image in the narrower sense. This, however, is restored
by the grace of God, through faith in Christ. For that 'image of God' is to be found as a spirit-
ual essence in man. We ought to grow and profit daily in our Lord. The Spirit of God is a
spark of life which is given to us -- in ordecreasingly to vivify us.

Yet even the sons of Cain, though deprived of the Spirit of regeneration -- were yet endued with
gifts. Such were and are gifts of tHgirit - which are diffused throughout humanityet all

the liberal arts and sciences are worthless -- until entirely subjected to the God’s Spirit as their
Author. Before the floodGod’s Spirit judged within men, and stunted the full development of
their evil. And in Numbers 11 and Joel 2, God predicted the later outpouring of His Spirit into
His Church.

Dr. John Calvin viewed thisutpouring of God's Holy Spirit on the firfeentecost Sunday after
Calvary, as highly important. He insisted that Joel 2:28 predicted that the Lord would then pour
forth His Spirit’s gifts in great abundaneen order torestore His Church.

He saw similar predictions also in John 4:14 and 7:3Believersto the very end of their

lives ardently desirenore abundant grace.... The Holy Spirit isa constantly flowing well....
We have not drunk of the Spirit just for one day, or for any short time -- bubrasa

perennial fountain that will never fail us.... "He calls it 'living water' whospring never
growsdry, and whosélow never ceases.... We draw in the [Holy] Spirit Who is a fountain of
water -- [and Whdkeeps on] springing up unto everlasting life...like a living andever flowing
fountain in believers.... As believers advance in faith -- they ever aspinsioincr eases of
the Spirit."

To Calvin, most of what was heard and seen on the first Pentecost Sunday after Calvary, was
unigue andnot repeatable. The cloven tongues like fire then sat solely uporafosties --

and they alonéhen miraculously spoke God’s Word in foreign languages. Yet there are also
somenon-unique andrepeatable features here. For the Lokdeps on breathing His Spirit

into His children -filling them with heavenlyarmth. And thispower is still revealeddaily.

It is clearCalvin strongly believed in subsequent and indeed repeated outbreathings of and
infillings with the Holy Spirit in thelife of Christians - and, indeedncreasingly so. Thus
Peter, 'filled with the Holy Spirieven on Pentecost Sunday -- on another day, some time later,
was freshly ‘filled with the Holy Spirit.’

Too, on a yet subsequent occasion, the disciples (including also Peter) were later afgkheal "all
with the Holy Spirit." Also Stephen -- alreadull.of the Holy Spirit even before he became a
deacon -- was also subsequesthgin said to befull of the Holy Spirit."



Paul too was doubtless filled with the Spirit at his conversidmut-soon after thaggain "filled
with the Holy Ghost. Yet later, Paul wagnce agairifilled with the Holy Ghost. Indeed,
also Apollos wadeérvent in spirit' -- "by thein-flu-ence[or constantin-flow-ing’] of the Holy
Spirit' (thus Calvin).

All Christians are told to bfetvent in spirit.”  Calvin explains'lt is the fervour of the Spirit
alone which corrects our indolence.... Thegges are laid upon believers-- in order thathey
may shake off their listlessnessandtake to themselveghe flame which God had kindled."

The New Testament Epistles enjoin Christians to obettg Spirit's holy Law. Calvin
says the Law is 'holy' andSpirit-ual’ -- and then adds: "The Law calls a man to the rule of
righteousness”; and "tt&pirit leads him to rendeybedienceto theDivine Law."

Indeed, Christians are arew@lk 'after the Spirit,” This, says Rev. Dr. John Calvimeans
they are to fabour diligently to subdue and mortify the flesh... We make ourselvesHis
dwelling-place, only byconsecrating ourselvess His temples'

On the various different gifts of the Holy Spirit, Dr. John Calvin concedes that unbelievers may
temporarily have those giftsand abuse them.Yet they are devoid of the greater Spirit-gift of
regeneration. In believershowever, it is the function of the Holy Spirit to send out the power

of God and keep it -- and to strengthen them, step by step. For they keep on being changed --
from glory, and unto yet greater glory -- by the Spirit of the Lord.

Says Calvin"Christ giveslife to the Law, by giving us HisSpirit.... Christ...animates us with
the life-giving power of His Spirit.... Bgontinual progress weincreaseboth in the

knowledge of God and in conformity to His image.The whole purposef the Gospel ishe
re-stora-tion in us of theimage of Godwhich has been cancelled by sinThis re-stora-tion

is progressive-- and goes on during our whole life."

Christians have received the Spirit as a reward not for their own but for Jesus’ work of keeping
God’s Law perfectly (on their behalf). They got the Spirit by obediently and faithfully heeding
that work of Christ. Having begun in the Spirit, they will likewise be perfected in the Spirit.
For the Lord keeps on ministering His Spirit to them, by their ongoing heeding of His Word.

Calvin remarkghat such a representation could not have been effected, if the power of the Spirit
had not been preseniand that believers are variously endowed with the graces of the Spirit, for
the common edification. All gifts of the Holy Spirit, in which only some excel -- are fruits of

the Gospel. For itis God Who sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, and Who there
keeps on crying out: ‘Abba, Father!

Adoption, by God, precedes thestimony of adoption given specifically by the Holy Spirit --
and He is the endowment and warranty of our adoptiGighteousnesgies in faith -- and is
obtained in thé&pirit .

Thus Christians are to 'keep on walking in the Spir@hd to keep on yielding themselves to be
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ruled by the Spirit of God. For these reasons, Calvin ingstaustexert our utmost energy
to obeythe Spirit; keep on being ledand indeed alsaquled by the Spirit; and keep on
bearing His fruit (such as goodness, faithfulness Jandbidingness.

Calvintaught that one will be free -- if orkeeps on walking according to the Spirit from Whom
all virtues and all good and well-regulated affections proceed. The only way this can be done,
is when theSpirit of God gainsthe dominion...andmanifestsHimself by outward effects

Thus Christian&eep onincreasing, viz, through the Spirit, by way ofprogress This is an

efflux of their beingstrengthenedwith might by the Spiritinwardly -- as theykeep onbeing
enabled and keep on receivingteonger confidence for thefuture, while every part of their

soul andbody keeps on being consecratedo God. This requires that they joyfukgep on

being filled with the Spirit -- with quite the very same regularity with which they daily eat and
drink also their own physical food.

In Calvin's 1558ffSermons on Ephesians, he gives more details. The Spirit abides within us;
gives us perseverance; sealsragnsin our hearts; and strengthens us with quite invincible
constancy. We shall never be destitute of Him, right till the end. We aterhii¢es

Indeed, we arenriched againwith the gifts that we werestripped of by the sin of Adam.

We ought to bgovernedby His Spirit. We are brought tobey God, and aree-form-edto
newness of life by His Spirit -- Who is dispensed to each one of His faithful.

He stirs us upso much the betterto grow daily, andto be strengthenedby the power of His

Holy Spirit increasingly and step by stepat all times inthis world. We, in turnmust show
by our outward fruits that we are truly joined to Jesus and partake of His Spirit We must
fill ourselvesfearlessly with spiritual gifts of -- and drink our fill of -- God’s Spirit!

This must be done also in our marriages and our families -- so that there todegebgréne

Spirit, even as we keep on praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit. For we

need to be so stirred up, that the Spirit may teach us all things -- and so that we also pray to God,
ravished with love for Him, from thebottom of our heatrt.

Also the later Calvin-istic Standards -- uphold Calvin's view of Adam's original holi-ness and
wholeness and wholesomeness. They uphold too the need for the Christian to keep on being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, in every aspect of human behaviour.

Thus Calvin's owitallic Confession says "man was created pure" and that " the good works
which we do, proceed from His Spirit." TBelgica says "it ismpossiblethat this holy faith
can beunfruitful in man." TheHeidelberger says that "Godreated man good...and in true
holiness" -- and that also fallen man musjdin be received into favour” by God Whrehews

us also by His Holy Spirit.And theFirst Scottish Confession states God created "our first father
Adam" with "wisdom lordship, justice, free will, and cleaknowledge™

The Calvinisticlrish Articles professthe divine and eternal Holy Spirit’s processon from the
Father and the Son. They insist that the sanctifying Spirit of God is not extinguished in the
regenerate -- and that saving faith in a believer is always accompanied with true repentance
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and good works. They state the latter are the fruits of faith -- and follow after justification.
They maintain such are pleasing to God, accepted by Him in Christ, and spring from atrue and
living faith. They explain that the works which God would have His people to walk in -- are
such as He has commanded in His Holy Scriptures. And they are adamant that no Christian

man whatsoever isfreed from obedienceto the Moral Law diasthe Ten Commandments.

Also theWestminster Sandards r eflect the same Calvinistic teaching on the Holy Spirit.

Thus theWestminster Confession says "all the Books of the Old and New Testaments...are given
by inspiration," and that man’s "full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine
authority thereof is fronbhe inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the
Word in our hearts....

"Nothing at any time is to badded" to Scripture -- "whether bynew revelations of the Spirit

or traditions of men." And though "theward illumination of the Spirit" is"necessary for

the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the Word." -- "the supreme Judge by
which all controversies of religion are to be determined...can be no oth&elbivly Spirit

speakingn the Scripture....

"In the unity of the Godhead, there be three persons"-- "God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Ghost.... The Holy Ghost [was and is and always shall be] eternally proceeding from
the Father and the Son. The Spirit of truth...keeps on proceeding from the Father." Indeed, the
elect "are justified, adopteganctified -- and kept by His power through faith unto salvation."”

Now "it pleased God the Father, Samd Holy Ghost...to create or make [out] of nothing the
world and all things thereinThe Spirit of God moved upon the [sur]face of the waters,"' and
'by His Spirit He hagyarnished theheavens.” Job 33:4 saysT'he Spirit of God has made

me.” And the Confession says that the Lord God "created man male and female" and "endued
[them] with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness after His Own image, the/irayv

of God written in their hearts and power to fulfil it."

It further says that the infallible man, the Lord Jesus Christ, was "conceived by the power of the
Holy Ghost. Jesus was "anointed with the Holy Spirit above measure”; and He was "through
the eternal Spirit once offered up unto God." Dying for His elect, He keeps "effectually
persuading them by His Spirit to believe and obey...[by] governing their hearts by His Word and
Spirit, after saving them by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost -- so
even "elect infants dying in infancy are regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit." It
is true that "others not elected may have soonemon oper ations of the Spirit; but they never

truly come unto Christ, and therefore cannot be saved."

Even "the elect," however, are not justified -- until the Holy Spirit in due time actually applies
Christ to them. Thus they "receive the Spirit of adoption and are enabled to cry out: ‘Abba,
Father!" Then, those regenerated are farther sanctified -- really and personally -- through the
virtue of Christ's death and resurrection for them.

Especiallythe good works of believersare attributed to the Holy Spirit Who indwells them.
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Good worksdone in obedience to God's Commandmentare the fruits and evidences of a
true and lively faith. There is required an actoaflu-enceof the Spirit. Believers ought to
be diligent in stirring up the grace of God that is in them. Neverthelesbestworks..., as
they aregood.., proceed from HisSpirit. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace And
they persevere by thahiding of the Spirit and of the seed of Godvithin them.

Yet there is an infallible assurance of faith -- the testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing
with our spirits that we are the children of God. This "Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance,
whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

It is the duty of every one -- to give all diligence to make his calling and election sure [s0] that
thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, in love and thankfulness to
God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of obedience. True believers may have the
assurance shaken. Indeed, they may even backslide. Yet still, such believers "are never utterly
destitute of that seed of God and life of faith." And it is from this abiding seed of faith that --

by the operation of the Spirit -- this assurance may in due time be revived.

Before the fall, God the Father through His Word the Sevwrete His Law on Adam's heatrt;

filled it with His Holy Spirit ; and en-du-ed him with power and ability to keep God’s Law.
For the Spirit of Christ then kept -- and, among believers also today, keeps on subduing and
enabling -- the will of man to do that freely and cheerfully which the will of God, revealed in
the Law, requires to be done. Indeed, the liberty of Christians is enlarged...in greater
boldness of access to the throne of grace -- ahdl@r communications of the free Spirit of

God tharbelievers under the Law did ordinarily partake of.

Prayerespecially when public maynever beecstatic If vocal, it is to be expressedly "in
aknown tongue. ForGod is to be worshipped everywhere in spirit and in truth.

What, then, are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, adoption
and sanctification? Such are: the assurance of God's love; peace of conggiendée Holy
Ghost increaseof grace and perseverance therein -- till the very end of our earthly life.




