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BQ 469 — No. 08/2017
Christians like to think!

Seminar for Mennonite Brethren in Bielefeld:
Amidst enormous Problems the Church is growing

around the World

(Bonn, 03.04.2017) According to the Evangelical theologian and sociologist Thomas
Schirrmacher, Associated Secretary General of World Evangelical Alliance, issues
facing Christianity around the world have increased and include more and more
countries and various circumstances. At the same time, Jesus’ church is growing to an
extent never before known, and in some regions such as Iran or China it is seemingly
growing almost on its own.

Since the Christian faith
rejects spreading the faith
through coercion, force, or
through the state,
according to Schirrmacher,
the Jesus’ church is having
to endure increasing
expressions of enmity
against it politically or
through the use of force
and human rights
infringements. It is often
the case, however, that at
the same time the hearts of
people are won who often
shed the violence within
their own religion or
worldview and open up to
the message of the love of Jesus. “That is a soundly New Testament thing and a
mandate, yes even a command of Jesus, to bless persecutors and to pray for them,”
to quote Schirrmacher. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing,” Jesus prayed upon his crucifixion and Stephen prior to his being stoned.

During the seminar © BQ / Warnecke

The full-day seminar, entitled “The Global Spread of Christianity,” was broken down
into four blocks and was attended by 300 participants. The lead pastor of the
congregation, Heinrich Klassen, appeared to be very satisfied. He maintains that it is
important for the church and for Christians generally to see beyond local problems
and grasp the big picture and consider the whole world.

The Mennonite Brethren congregation in Bielefeld was founded in 1974 by Russian-
German Christians and is today divided among three locations. It has more than 1,000
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members and is counted among the Federation of Anabaptist Churches (Bund H;’i"t_ P'ag”m for the
Taufgesinnter Gemeinden, or BTG), an association of 27 churches throughout 0/ lowing Sonn organi-

zations on the basis of the
Germany. Evangelical Alliance:
Schirrmacher preached on Romans 12:1-2 at the church’s worship service on Sunday.  Commission for Religious
Paul saw the “renewing of your mind” as a means against conforming to the pattern of ~ Freedom of the German and
this world, according to Schirrmacher. According to this, evil and unjust principles are the Austrian Evangelical

not to be found somewhere outside of the Christian or the church but are rather in the fv"‘llmce | de/akref

minds of Christians. Only a Christian who likes to think can expose and overcome

cherished but wrong principles of thought by means of the Bible. Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

In response to the question Department of Theological
of what he would counsel Concerns of World
Russian-German Evangelical Alliance
Christians to do with www.worldevangelicals.or
respect to their relationship

to the German majority Giving Hands —
culture, Schirrmacher International Charity
WWW. nde-haende.

recommended combining
successful integration with
a self-conscious
maintenance of one’s own
ecclesiastical tradition.
People are neither happy
when they completely give
up their special features in

International Institute for
Islamic Studies (l11S) of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for
Religious Freedom (IIRF)
of the World Evangelical
Alliance (International

- =
La;’ovzﬁ;:‘hteh;nyaé?’gtiyncaurllture Pastor Heinrich Klassen interviewing Thomas Schirrmacher © BQ / ?3;?%2?2%?&%: %?Ur::;?
unending battle with their ~ Warnecke www.jirf.eu
surroundings. Thus, Martin Bucer Seminary
Schirrmacher maintains that it would be a sad thing if Russian-German music culture (Bonn, Linz, Ziirich, Prague,
were to disappear. At the same time, in a multicultural society, such as one has in Tirana, Istanbul, Sao Paulo,
Germany, it is important to reach out to other cultures in the exemplary way Do) coron
Schirrmacher believes the church in Bielefeld has done with people from Iran. ' ‘

. . L .. missiotop — Evangelical
Schirrmacher remembered the Anabaptist movement for the principle of religious Forum for Missions, Cultures
freedom it brought forth, which even applies for one’s own children. In his comments, and Religions (German
Schirrmacher held that adult baptism is an external sign for the view that God also Evangelical Alliance)
does not force children from believing families into the church. As a result, Russian- LRSI
German Anabaptist congregations have to demonstrate this sort of Anabaptist Office of Intrafaith and
movement DNA in dealing with their children, who have to cope with problems typical Interfaith Relations of the
for those belonging to the second or third generation after immigration. World Evangelical Alliance

Subsequently, the Directors of Studies at the Martin Bucer Seminary Study Center in ;Zegt’ggzlag%rc;jgseiﬁ’gaff

Bielefeld, Dr. Bodo und Dr. Rita Heller, moderated a discussion between the Bielefeld Alliance
students and the speaker. WWww.europeanea.or
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Downloads and Links:
* Mennoniten-Briidergemeinde Bielefeld: http://www.mbg-heepen.de

» Photo 1: During the seminar © BQ / Warnecke
« Photo 2 and Photo 3: During the sermon © BQ / Warnecke

» Photo 4: Pastor Heinrich Klassen interviewing Thomas Schirrmacher © BQ /
Warnecke

Released for free complete or partial reproduction.

DOWNLOADS OF GRAPHICS AND OF COMMUNICATION
http://www.bucer.ora/bg.html

SUBSCRIBING OR UNSUBSCRIBING BONN PROFILES

If you want to begin receiving or no longer wish to receive the Bonn Profiles, please
send us an email.

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, D-25479 Ellerau
Phone: +49 4106 804806

Fax: +49 4106 804807

Email: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of World
Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.or

Giving Hands —
International Charity
WWW. nde-haende.

International Institute for
Islamic Studies (l11S) of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for
Religious Freedom (IIRF)

of the World Evangelical
Alliance (International
Headquarter, German Branch
Tubingen, EU-Office Brissel)
www.iirf.eu

Martin Bucer Seminary
(Bonn, Linz, Zirich, Prague,
Tirana, Istanbul, Sdo Paulo,
Delhi)

WWW. L.or¢

missiotop — Evangelical
Forum for Missions, Cultures
and Religions (German
Evangelical Alliance)

Office of Intrafaith and
Interfaith Relations of the
World Evangelical Alliance

Theological Commission of
the European Evangelical
Alliance

WWW.eur nea.or

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance

www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/

UN Bonn liaison for inter-
religious concerns of WEA

World Evangelical Alliance —
Office Bonn

SOS World (Brussels)

www.sosworld.be/page-
daccueil/

page 3/3


http://www.ead.de/akref
http://www.vkwonline.com
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://www.gebende-haende.de
http://www.islaminstitute.net
https://iirf.eu
http://www.bucer.org
https://missiotop.org
http://www.europeanea.org
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.ead.de/akref
http://www.vkwonline.com
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://www.gebende-haende.de
http://www.islaminstitute.net
https://iirf.eu
http://www.bucer.org
https://missiotop.org
http://www.europeanea.org
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.mbg-heepen.de
https://www.bucer.de/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ400ff/BQ469/BQ469_1.jpg
https://www.bucer.de/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ400ff/BQ469/BQ469_2.jpg
https://www.bucer.de/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ400ff/BQ469/BQ469_3.jpg
https://www.bucer.de/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ400ff/BQ469/BQ469_4.jpg
http://www.bucer.org/bq.html
mailto:Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

