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INVITATION 
 
 

The Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung and FORUMBrussels Internatio-
nal cordially invite you to a conference on: 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Islam and Europe:  
Politicization and Integration? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 26 February 2013 

6.30 pm to 9.00 pm 
 
 
 

Goethe-Institute 
Rue Belliard 58, 1040 Brussels 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Programme 

6.30 pm  REGISTRATION 
 
7.00 pm OPENING AND WELCOMING 

Christian FORSTNER 
Director, Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung Brussels  

 
7.05 pm KEY NOTE    

 
Prof. Dr. Christine SCHIRRMACHER 
Islamic Scholar, University Bonn/Evangelical Theolo-
gical Faculty of Leuven 

 

7.35 pm DISCUSSION WITH: 

  
Prof. Dr. Christine SCHIRRMACHER 

 H.E. Arif Havas OEGROSENO 
Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia to the King-
dom of Belgium 

 Prof. Dr. Michael KÖHLER (tbc) 
Chef of the Cabinet, European Commission 
Islamic Scholar, Head of Europa-Union Brussels  

 Malika HAMIDI 
General Manager of the European Muslim Network 

 Mário DAVID, MEP  
Chair of the Delegation for Relations with the 
Mashreq Countries, European Parliament  

 
MODERATION 
Dr. Christian GSODANN 
Adviser to the Secretary General, 
Committee of the Regions, Brussels 

9.00 pm RECEPTION 
 

Conference languages are:  
German and English (Simultaneous translation provided) 

 
 

Background 
 
Europe has never been home to so many people of 
such diverse cultures, nationalities and religions who 
live together durably. Over the past decades many 
people from Islamic marked countries came also to 
Europe. The long enduring and well attended picture 
of an enlightened multiculturalism has got rips. The 
significance of the religions in the 21st century in 
secularized Europe was underestimated over a long 
time. Some immigrants are isolated linguistically and 
socially, they have a bad chance on the labour market 
and many feel being refused as Muslims. The politics 
seeks new approaches for a successful integration 
today. 
The change in values in modern societies in Europe 
leads to a reflection about the cultural and religious 
traditions in Europe. What are the ethical norms and 
the natural legal foundations which have left their 
indelible mark in our societies? What does “integrati-
on” mean? Which customization can be or even must 
de expected from immigrants, and what is a positive 
cultural diversity? Where are we at in discussion about 
the role of the woman, the understanding the rule of 
law or of the validity of universal human rights? 
It is undoubtedly necessary to distinguish between the 
Islam as a religion and the Islam as a political order. 
However, in areas where politics are being made in 
the name of Islam, many people have great difficulty 
with it, both, in Europe as well as in Muslim majority 
countries. Islamists demand the introduction of the 
Sharia right. How can the dialog of cultures turn out 
well?  
 
Organisation and contact: 
Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung, Brussels 
Christian Forstner 
Rue du Trône 60, B-1050 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 230 50 81 
E-mail: bruessel@hss.de 
www.hss.de 

 


