
Likelihood of Serious Abuse of Children According to 
Family Structure (UK 1988/1993)

Commentary: The rate of serious abuse in intact biological families was set as 
'1'. The other figures state how much higher the rate is for other family structu-
res. E.g. children living with single fathers are 20 times more likely to expirience 
serious abuse.
Data source: Criminal statistics of Great Britain; Research on actual cases of 
abuse 1982-1988 and 1993.
Literature: Robert Whelan. Broken Homes and Battered Children: A Study 
Between Child Abuse and Family Type. Oxford: Family Education Trust, 1994; 
Robert E. Rector, Patrick Fagan, Kirk Johnson. Marriage: Still the Safest Place for 
Women and Children. Backgrounder No. 1732, 9.3.2004. Washington: The 
Heritage Foundation, 2004. p. 4 (pdf-file at www.heritage.org). ©
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